STATE OF NEW YORK

SUPREME COURT COUNTY OF SCHENECTADY

BALDWIN RESEARCH INSTITUTE, INC. and NOTICE FOR

GERALD BROWN, DISCOVERY AND
INSPECTION OF

Plaintiffs, DOCUMENTS AND
COMBINED DEMANDS
-against-
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS WORLD Index No.: 97-0774

SERVICES, INC.

Defendant.
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SIRS:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that pursuant to the provisions of Rules 3102(a) and 3120 of

the CPLR of the State of New York, you are hereby required to produce at the offices of Roche,

Cormrigan, McCoy & Bush, 36 South Pearl Street, Albany, New York, 12207, within twenty (20)

days of receipt of this Notice, the following documents in your possession, custody and control
for the inspection by the undersigned, and to permit the undersigned to take copies thereof, or In

the alternative, to supply the undersigned with true and accurate copies of same with a venfied

statement as to such accuracy:

1. Copies of any and all correspondence and/or documents between the plaintift and

defendants concerning the services rendered by each.

2. Copies of tax returns for three years prior to the incidents alleged in the complaint

to the present showing alleged loss income.

3. Copies of all financial documents for three years prior to the accident to the

present.

4, Copies of the articles allegedly published by the defendants concerning the




alleged defamatory statements of the defendants.

5. Caopies of all documents concemning the projects which were going to be 1nitiated

and then postponed.

6. Copies of all documents indicating the business that was to be conducted with the

Lake Placid High School and Saranac High School.

7. Copies of all documents concerning the Jude Thaddeus Academy project and/or
secondary school.

8. Copies of the notification to the Attemey General’s Office indicating that the
plaintiff was going to be bringing this lawsuit.

9. Copy of the certificate of incorporation of Baldwin Research Institute, Inc.

10. Copy of the by-laws of the corporation.

11.  Copies of all project documents for the Hagaman Guest House and Old Fashioned

Alcoholics Anonymous.

12.  Copy of the Hudson-Mohawk-Berkshire newsletter referred to in paragraph "10”

of the complaint.

13.  Copies of any documents with respect to said marketing and research projects

referred to in paragraph "19" of the complaint.

14. Copies of mailings and other correspondence referred to in paragraph "21" of the
complaint.
COMBINED DISCOYVERY DEMANDS

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to Article 31 of the Civil Practice Law and

Rules, the undersigned hereby makes the following demands:




. DEMAND FOR PARTY STATEMENTS

Demand is hereby made that pursuant to CPLR 3101(e) the plaintiff produce a copy of
any and all statements of , a party herein, or by such party's agent, servant, employer or other
representative, whether made or given to plaintiffs, or its agent, servant, employee or
representative. If there are no such statements, then the responding party should so state.

This demand is intended to encompass all written statements, or transcnpts, tapes or other
recordings or any oral statements whether made in person, by telephone, or other mechamcal
means.

If only oral stﬁtements exist, without being recorded or transcribed in any way, the
undersigned requests a written verified statement as to the nature, subject matter and substance of
such statement by a party represented by the_undersigned, including the date, time and place of

. such statements, and the names/addresses of the parties and witnesses thereto.
DEMAND FOR WITNESSES

Demand is hereby made that all parties hereby furnish a complete list of the names and

addresses of any and all wimesses, obtained at the scene of the occurrence or through subsequent

investigation, with first-hand knowledge of:
a. the happening of the occurrence alleged in the complaint;
b. any acts, omissions, or conditions which allegedly caused the occurrence

alleged in the complaint; or If no such witnesses are known, so state in

reply to this demand.
DEMAND FOR EXPERT WITNESSES

Pursuant to CPLR 3101(d)(1), each party to the action is hereby required to provide the

. undersigned with the following information:




1. The name and address of each person who will be called as an expert
witness at trial.
2. The subject matter, disclosed in reasonable detail, on which each expert 1s
expected to testify, regarding either incident referred to in the complaint.
3. The substance of the facts and opinions on which each expert is expected
to testify, disclosed in reasonable detail.
4. The qualifications of each expert witness disclosed in reasonable detail.
5. A summary of the grounds for each expert's opinion, disclosed in
reasonable detail.
PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that these demands shall be deemed to continue
during the pendency of this action, including the tnial thereof. In the event of your failure or
refusal to comply with these demands, the undersigned shall apply to the court for an order
Lcnmpelling compliance pursuant to CPLR 3124 to preclude any testimony or the admission 1nto
evidence of any materials or information with regard to any demands not complied with, or for
other appropriate sanctions pursuant to CPLR 3126.
DEMAND FOR EMPLOYMENT RECORDS
If applicable, pursuant to CPLR 3101, demand is hereby made for duly executed and
acknowledged written authorizations permitting the undersigned or its representative to obtain
and make copies of the records of each and every employer for whom plaintiff waorked or has
worked for a period of three years prior to the complained of occurrence to date.
DEMAND FOR INCOME TAXES

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that pursuant to the rules of CPLR 3120, demand 15 hereby

made to the plaintiff to produce all income tax returns for the year 1993 to the present.




i . DATED: June 24, 1997 Y ours, elc.

ROCHE, CORRIGAN, McCOY & BUSH
Attorneys for Defendant

The Wilem Van Zandt Buiiding

36 South Pearl Street

Albany, NY 12207

(518) 436-9370

TO: Del.orenzo, Gordon, Pasquariello,
Weiskopf & Harding, P.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiffs
201 Nott Terrace
Schenectady, NY 12307
(518) 374-8494 |



Court Backer (Rawvised 4-911

STATE OF NEW YORK, COUNTY OF ALBANY 5.0 AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICES
Creck PATRICIA E. MELAMED . being duly sworn, depose and say: that ] am over the age
Apphcable of 18 years, not a party to this action, and reside at ALBANY, NY . [ served, on
Box June J9% 19 97 ,thewithin Notice for Discovery and Inspection and Combined Den
ﬁ;r;r'u:a Dy %] by depositing a true and correct copy of the same enclosed in a post-paid wrapper in an Official Depository maintained and
exclusively controtled by the U.S. Postal Service within New York State, directed to said person{s) al respective said address(es)
mentioned below, that heing the address{es) within the state designated for that purpose upon the last papers in this action or the
place where the below then resided or kept offices according to the hest informaton which can be conveniently obtained.
::';‘-:E:i‘:“"“ by delivering a true copy thereof _persuna!ly to each person named below at the address indicated. § knew each person served to be
the person mentioned and described in said papers as a party therein.
Service by by transmitting the papers by electronic means to the telephone number listed helow, which number was designated hy the artoruey
Electrame Means for such purpose. 1 received a signal irom the equipment of the attorney served indicating that the transmission was received. L also
deposited a true copy of the papers, enclosed ina post-paid wrapper, in an official depository maintained and exclusively controlled
by the U.S. Postal Service, addressed to the attormey al the address set forth after the name below.
Overnight Delivery by depositing a true copy thercol, enclosed in a wrapper addressed as shown below, into the custody of
Service for overnight delivery, prior to the latest time designated by that service for overnipht delivery.
it more than one bax DeLorenzo, Gordon, Pasquariello,
15 chechad. indicate -
atter names the tyoe Weiskopf & Harding, P.C.

of service used. 201 Nott Terrace

Schenectady, NY 12307

o f,%”' o

Sworn to before day ol June, 19 97 7
ﬁ:-jf-' e T BRINT NAME BELOW SIGr?fl;REs

i ner of Deedl PATRICIA E. MELAMED

STATE OF N YORKTEEQENTHAIF . e VERIEICATION
Netary Public, Stale of Mew Yo~
Cualified in akany Codis

, being duly sworn, depose and say that deponent is

2 ~ No 48123 f’ j’ in the within action; that deponent has
A read the foregoing - pExpuees and knows the contents thereof; that
E the same is truc to deponent’s own knowledge, except as to the matters therein stated to be alleged on information and belief, and that as to
Z
= those matters deponent believes it to be true.
= the of the corporation
g named in the within action; that deponent has read the foregoing
3 and knows the contents thereof; and thai the same is true (o deponent’s awn knowledge, except as (0 the matters therein stated to be alleged
& { upoen information and helief, and as to those matters deponent believes it to be true.
o The grounds of deponent’s belief as to all matters not stated upon depouent’s knowledge are as follows:
Sworn to hefore me. this dax of 19
1 PRINT NAME BELOYW SIGNATURE:
Notary Public — Commissioner of Deeds
STATE OF NEW YORK, COUNTY OF 55.. ATTORNEY'S AFFIRMATION
. gr CERTIFICATION
The undersigned, an attorney admitted to practice in the courts of New York State,
Cernficahon certifies that the within copy has been compared by the undersigoed, with the original filed and found to be a true and complete
By Altorney copy thereof [pursuant io Sec. 2105 CPLR).
Attorney's shows deponent is the attorney of tecord, or of counsel with the attorney{s| of record for
Altirmation

in the within action; deponent has read the foregoing
and knows the contents thereof; the same is true (0

. deponent’s own knowledge. except as ta the matters therein stated to be aileged on information and belief, and that as to those
matters deponent believes it to he true. This verification is made hy deponent and not hy

The grounds of deponent’s helief as to all matters not stated upon deponent’s knowledge are as lollows:

The undersigned affirms that the foregoing statements are true, under the penalties of perjury.
Dated:




STATE OF NEW YORK

. SUPREME COURT COUNTY OF SCHENECTADY
RALDWIN RESEARCH INSTITUTE, INC. and
GERALD BROWN, DEMAND FOR
INTERROGATORIES
Plamntiffs, Index No.: 97-0774
-agamst-

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS WORLD
SERVICES, INC.

Defendant.

— v S ————— S e —— ) o - —— ks il

SIRS:
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the defendant, hereby demands that the plaintiffs,

answer the following written interrogatories pursuant to the provisions of CPLR 3130 within

twenty (20) days of the service of this demand and further, should the plamtiff fail to so answer,

. that the plaintiff be precluded from producing evidence at the time of tnal with respect to any of

the elements cause of action for which it was failed to properly and adequately respond:

I. Identify the individual who is answering the interrogatories, setting forth their

date of birth, social securty number.

2. Set forth the date of the incorporation of Baldwin Research Institute, Inc.
3. Set forth the date the plaintiffs began and continued to run non-profit projects
known as the Hagaman Guest House and Old Fashioned Alcoholics Anonymous.

4, Set forth and identify the defamatory remarks made by the defendants, their

agents and employees and identify the agents and employees.

5. Set forth the dates said defamatory remarks were made, to whom they were made.

If they are in wnting, attach copies hereto.

. 6. Set forth each and every way it will be alleged the remarks were defamatory.

L



7. Identify each and every item of damage suffered by the plaintiffs as a result of
. said defamatory remarks.
g. With respect to the allegations contained 1n paragraph "8" of the complaint:
a) Set forth the date(s) it will be alleged that remarks were made comparing
the Hagaman Guest House to a cuit.
b) Set forth each and every way it will be alleged said remarks were
defamatory.
C) Set forth the dates 1t will be alleged the plaintiffs were accused of being
‘involved in the _disappearance of children.
d) Set forth to whom said accusations were made, by whom they made.

€) Set forth each and every item of damage suffered by the plaintiffs as a

result of said allegations.

. | 9. Set forth the facts upon which the plaintiffs will rely for the allegations that the
defamatory remarks were made for the sole purpose of driving away any potential or current
clients by defaming the reputations of Baldwin Research Institute and Gerald Brown.

10.  Set forth and identify by name and address any potential or current clients that

were driven away as a result of said remarks.

11.  Set forth the damages that will be alleged plaintiffs incurred as a result of said
clients being driven away.

12.  Set forth the monetary compensation that the plaintiffs received as a result of
receiving clients for treatment. Set forth the programs and how each one works.

13.  Set forth the facts upon which plaintiff will rely for the allegations that 11,000 AA

members have been directly or indirectly reached by the newsletter,




14.  Set forth the facts upon which plaintiff will rely for the allegations that the

remarks influenced a large portion of the plaintiff’s potential clients as alleged in paragraph "13"

of the complaint.

15.  Set forth the number of clients prior to the publication of the newsletter; set forth
the number that came from AA; set forth the number of clients after the newsletter was
published.

16. With respect to the allegations contained in paragraph "14”" of the complaint:

a) Identify by name and address the potential client referred to therein.
b .Set forth each and every way it will be alleged the defendants, its agents or
employees interfered with the potential client.
c) Set forth each and every way said interference was malicious.
d) Set forth and identify the individuals who were invelved with interfering
with the client;
€) Set forth each and every way said client was interfered with;
f) Set forth and identify the erroneous remarks referred to.
7.  With respect to the allegations contained in paragraph "15" of the complaint:
a) Identify the statements referred to.
b) Identify the chent referred fo.
c) Identify who relayed the statements to said client.
d) Identify any witnesses thereto.
18.  With respect to the allegations contained in paragraph "16" of the complaint:

a) Set forth the dates for which the plamtiff was seeking funding to start a

secondary school.




19.

b}

c)

[dentify the sources of said funding.
State whether any funding was denied as a result of any aileged

defamatory statements made by the defendant and 1f so, identify the entity

or individual(s) that denied said funding.

With respect to the allegations contained in paragraph "17" of the complaint:

a)

b)

d)

g)

Set forth the dates of the two separate occasions the defendant, through its
employees and agents, maliciously interfered with the opportunity to

conduct business with the Lake Placid High School and Saranac High

School.

Set forth and identify the business that the plaint:ff was going to conduct
with Lake Placid High School.

Set forth and identify the business the plaintiff was going to conduct with
the Saranac High School.

Set forth and identify the individual(s) who did interfere with the
opportunity to conduct business.

Set forth each and every way it will be alleged said interference was
malicious.

Set forth each and every item of damage suffered by the plaintiif as a
result of said alleged interference with the opportunity to conduct business
with the Lake Placid High School.

Set forth each and every item of damage suffered by the plaintiff as a

result of said alleged interference with the opportunity to conduct business

with the Saranac High School.




20. Set forth the length of time the project referred to in paragraph "18" has been
temporarily discontinued.

21. Set forth and identify the marketing and research projects that the plaintiffs had to
cancel and provide copies of any documents with respect to said marketing and research projects
and any documents indicating the reasons why they were canceiled.

22, Set forth and identify the marketing and research projects that the ptaint:ffs had to
postpone and provide copies of any documents with respect to said marketing and research
projects and any documents indicating the reasons why they were postponed.

23. Set fn&h and identify the amount of funding that was to be used for the cancelled
and postponed projects.

74.  Set forth each and every way it will be alleged said funding was being used to

rebuild the character of the plaintiff’s business.

25. Set forth each and every way it will be alleged that AA has adopted the acts of its
agents, employees and members and identify its agents, employees and members referred to.
26.  With respect to the allegations referred to in paragraph "21" of the complant:
a) Set forth the rumors referred to.
b) Identify the meetings and the dates of same.
) Identify the matlings and dates of same.
d) Set forth the other correspondence referred to and attach copies of the
matlings and r.:urresmndence hereto.
27.  Set forth each and every way it will be alleged that the plaintiff’s business has

been harmed by the false allegations. If loss of income is alleged, set forth the dates of said loss

of income and the amounts of same.




28.  Set forth each and every way it will be alleged that the allegations concemning

missing children are false.

29.  Set forth each and every way it will be alleged that the allegations made by the
defendant concerning FBI investigations are false.

30. Set forth each and every way it will be alleged that the allegations made by the

defendant concerning cult practices are false.

31 Set forth each and every way the aliegations made by the defendant concerming
missing children were published in a defamatory manner.

32. Set forth each and every way it will be alleged said allegations conceming the

missing children were defamatory.

33. Set forth each and every way it will be alleged said allegations conceming the

missing children were faise.

34.  Set forth each and every way the allegations made by the defendant conceming
FBI investigations were published in a defamatory manner.
35.  Set forth each and every way it will be alleged said allegations concerming the FBI

investigations were defamatory.

36,  Set forth each and every way it will be alleged said allegations concerning the FBI

investigations were false.

37.  Set forth each and every way the allegations made by the defendant conceming

cult practices were published in a defamatory manner.

38.  Set forth each and every way it will be alleged said allegations concerning cult

practices were defamatory.

36.  Set forth each and every way it will be alleged said allegations concerning cult




practices were false.

40.  Set forth the facts upon which plamntiff will rely for the aliegations that the
defendant knew said allegations were false.

41. Set forth each and every way 1t will be alleged the defendant failed to take proper
steps to ascertain the accuracy of said allegations conceming missing children.

42, Set forth each and every way it will be alleged the defendant failed to take proper
steps to asceriain the accuracy of said allegations concerning FBI investigations.

43, Set fnﬁh each and every way 1t will be alleged the defendant failed to take proper
steps to ascertain the ﬁccuracy of said allegations concerning cult practices.

44, Set forth each and every way 1t will be alleged the defendant published said
allegations concerning missing children with reckless disregard of the facts.

45, Set forth each and every way it will be alleged the defendant published said
allegations conceming FBI investigations with reckless disregard of the facts.

46.  Set forth each and every way it will be alleged the defendant published said
allegations concerning cult practices with reckless disregard of the facts.

47. Set forth each and every way it will be alleged that said publications were made

with actual malice.

4%8.  Set forth each and every way 1t will be alleged that said publications were made

with design and intent to defame and injure the plaintiffs.

49.  Set forth each and every way it will be alleged that said publications were made

in reckless disregard for the truth.

50. Set forth each and every way 1t will be alleged that the defendants participated in

the publications.




51.  Set forth the business and substantial profits that it will be alleged the plaintiff has

been depnived of.

52. Set forth each and every way it will be alleged that the plaintiff has been
otherwise damaged.

53. Set forth each and every way 1t will be alleged that the plaintiff has been injured
11 1ts mtegrity.

54, Set forth each and every way it will be alleged that the plaintiff has been injured
In its reputation.

55. For thé; year 1990, set forth the number of referrals the plaintiff received from AA,

56.  For the year 1991, set forth the number of referrals the plaintiff received from AA.

57. For the year 1992, set forth the number of referrals the plaintiff received from AA.

58.  For the year 1993, set forth the number of referrals the plamntiff received from AA.

59.  For the year 1994, set forth the number of referrals the plaintiff received from AA.
60.  For the year 1995, set forth the number of referrals the plaintiff received from AA.
61. For the year 1996, set forth the number of referrals the plaintiff received from AA.

62.  For the year 1997, set forth the number of referrals the plaintiff has received from

63.  Set forth the facts upon which plaintiff will rely for the allegations that AA had
knowledge of the facts that plamtiff relied on the referrals for substantial part of their clientele.
64, For the year 1990, set forth the total number of clients that plaintiff had and the

number of clients that came from AA.

05.  Forthe year 1991, set forth the total number of clients that plaintiff had and the

number of clients that came from AA.




66.  For the year 1992, set forth the fotal number of clients that plaintiif had and the

number of chients that came from AA.

67.  For the year 1993, set forth the total number of clients that plaintiff had and the

number of clients that came from AA.

68.  For the year 1994, set forth the total number of clients that plaintiff had and the

number of clients that came from AA.

69.  For the year 1995, set forth the total number of clients that plaintiff had and the

number of clients that came from AA.

70.  For the year 1996, set forth the total number of clients that plamntiff had and the

number of client that came from AA.

71.  For the year 1997, set forth the total number of clients that plaintiff has and the

number of clients that have come from AA.

72.  Set forth each and every way it will be alleged that AA continues to downplay

plaintiff’s success.

73.  Set forth and 1dentify the unconventional practices referred to 1n paragraph "35"

of the complaint.
74. Set forth and 1dentify the other businesses that AA has continued to give referrals
as referred to in paragraph "36" of the complaint.
75.  With respect to the allegations contained in paragraph "37" of the complaint:
a) Identify the other rehabilitation programs referred to therein.
b) Set forth each and every way it will be alleged that said entities

confederated and conspired together for the purpose of injuring the

plaintiff’s trade.




C) Set forth the terms of any such agreement to conspire.

. d) Set forth the object of the conspiracy.
e) Set forth and identify each and every act committed in furtherance of said
consplracy.

f) Set forth each and every item of damage suffered by the plaintiff as a
resuit of said conspiracy.
g) Set forth each and every way 1t will be alleged that the plaintiff was
prevented from marketing and advertising their services with AA.
h) ' Set forth and identify any potential clients that were lost as a result of the
activities of said enfities.
76.  Set forth the facts upon which plaintiff will rely for the allegations that defendant

AA has threatened and intimidated potential clients, identifving the clients referred to and dates

of said threats and mtimudation.

77.  Set forth and identify the false accusations that were published about the
defendant.

78.  Set forth and 1dentify the client that was physically removed from the Hagaman
Guest House and identify who removed the client from the Hagaman Guest House.

79.  Set forth each and every way it will be alleged the defendant caused at least two

high schools to abandon plans to do business with the Hagaman Guest House and identify the

high schools.

80.  Set forththe facts upon which plaintiff will rely for the allegations that defendant
AA promoted and encouraged their employees, agents and members to further the rumor that the

plaintiff’s business is a cult and is under investigation by the FBI.




81.  Set forth each and every way 1t will be alleged that the defendant A A promoted

and encouraged other rehabilitation groups to further the rumor that plaintiff’s business is a cult

and ts under 1nvestigation by the FBI and identify the other rehabilitation groups referred to in

paragraph "39" of the complaint.

82. With respect to the allegattons contained in paragraph "40" of the complaint:

a)

b)

d)

g)

h)

Set forth and identify the terms and conditions of the agreement referred
Lo.

Set forth the date said agreement was entered into.

Set forth and 1dentify the other rehabilitation groups referred to in said

paragraph,

Set forth each and every way 1t will be alleged that the agreement was for
the purposes of unlawfully interfering with the free exercise of plaintiff’s
activity in the marketing and sale of plaintiff’s services.

Set forth each and every it will be alleged that the agreement was for the
purposes of interfering, restricting or preventing the plaintiff’s free pursuit
of 1ts business.

Set forth each and every way 1t will be alleged that the defendant allegedly
viclated the General Business Law Section 340.

Set forth whether the plaintiff has been restricted or prevented from

pursuing its business and if so, set forth each and every way it has been
restricted or prevented from running his business.

Set forth whether the plaintiff has been interfered with in running his

business and if so, set forth the dates of same and who interfered with




same.
. 83. Set forth each and every way it will be atleged the plaintiff has ben cut off from

advertising with AA.

84. Set forth each and every way 1t will be alleged that the plaintiff has been cut off
from recetving referrals from AA.

85.  Set forth each and every way 1t will be alleged that the plaintiff has been cut off
from receiving referrals from other rehabilitation groups.

86. Set forth each and every way it will be alleged that the plaintiff has been cut off

from advertising with other rehabilitation groups.

87. With respect to the allegations contained in paragraph "42" of the complaint:
a) Set forth and identify the anti-competitive acts referred to 1n satd
paragraph.
. | b) Set forth the number of clients it will be alleged plaintiff has lost.
c) Set forth the number of clients it wili be alleged plaintiff will continue to
lose.
d} Set forth the amount of profit and sources of income it will be alleged that

plaintiff has lost.
e) Set forth the amount of profit and sources of income 1t will be alleged that
plaintiff will lose.
88.  With respect to the allegations contained in paragraph "44" of the complaint:
a) Set forth and 1dentify the acts referred to.

b) Set forth each and every way said acts were malicious, willful and

unlawful and without just cause.



89.

90.

91.

d)

Set forth the facts upon which plaintiff will rely for the allegations that
said acts were committed by the defendant with the intent, purpose and
objective of preventing the plaintiff from exercising its lawful trade or
business.

Set forth the facts upon which plaintiff will rely for the allegations that the
acts of the defendant were for the purpose of unlawfully and improperly

eliminating the competition of the plaintiff.

With respect to the allegations contained in paragraph "45" of the complaint:

a)
b)

€)

* Set forth and tdentify the great loss and damage the plaintiff has suffered.

Set forth each and every way it will be alleged that the plaintiff will be
unlawfully restricted and prevented in and from the lawful exercise of his
business.

Set forth and identify the customers and patronage the plaintiff has lost.
Set forth each and every way 1t will be alleged that the plaintiff has been
deterred from continuing, increasing, and expanding its business.

Identify any entities it was going to increase or expand its business with.

With respect to the allegations contained in paragraph "46" of the complaint:

a)

Set forth each and every way it will be alleged that AA used their market
advantage to unlawfully dictate what the accepted procedures in the

alcohol and drug rehabilitation groups would be.

With respect to the allegations contained in paragraph "48" of the complaint:

a)

Set forth and identify the anti-competitive and monopolistic acts referred

to 10.



b) Set forth and 1dentify the business and substantial profits that the plaintiff
has been deprived of as a result of said anti-competitive and monopolistic
acts.

¢) Set forth each and every way it will be alleged plaintiff has otherwise been

damaged or injured in its in integnty and reputation as a result of said anti-

competitive and monopolistic acts.

DATED: June 24, 1997 Yours, etc.

TO:

ROCHE, CORRIGAN, McCOY & BUSH
Attormmeys for Defendant

The Wilem Van Zandt Building

36 South Pear] Street

Albany, NY 12207

(518) 436-9370
Del orenzo, Gordon, Pasquariello,

Weiskopt & Harding, P.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiffs

201 Notit Terrace
Schenectady, NY 12307
(518) 374-8494




. Court Backer {Revisad 4-91]

STATE OF NEW YORK. COUNTY OF ALBANY 55.: AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICES
Check PATRICIA E. MELAMED , being duly sworn, depose and say: that I am over the age
Applicable of 18 ycars, not a party 1o this action, and reside at ALBANY, NY . [ served, on
o June 257" 19 97 ,thewithi DEMAND FOR INTERROGATORIES
i‘;‘l"i“ by 4 by depositing a true and correct copy of the same enclosed in a post-paid wrapper in an Official Depository maintained and
exclusively coatrolled by the U.S. Postal Service within New York State, directed to said personls) at respective said address|es)
meationed below, that being the addressi es) within the state designated for that purpose upon the last papers in this action or the
place where the below then resided or kept offices according to the hest information which cag be couveniently obtained.
E:ﬁ?j?:l dii?iﬂe by delivering a true copy thereof personally to each person named below at the address indicated. [ knew each person served to he
the person mentioned and described in said papers as a party therein.
Service by by transmitting the papers by electronic means to the relephone number listed below, which numibrer was designated by the attorney
Electronic Means for such purpose. 1 received a signal from the equipment ol the aitorney served indicating that the transmission was received. L also

deposited a true copy of the papers, enclosed in 2 post-paid wrapper, in an official depository maintained and exclusively controlled
by the ULS. Postal Service, addressed to the attorney at the address set [orth after the name below,

Overnight Delivery by depositing a true copy thereof, enclosed in a wrapper addressed as shown below, into the custody of

Service for overnight delivery, prior to the latest time designated by that service for overnight delivery,
1 mare than ane box ' .
is checked. indicate DELDI’?H;G, GGI’C‘LDI‘I., _PasquarLEII{J,
aftar namas the rype WE-].Skﬂpf & Hardlng, P-C-

of service used.

201 Nott Terrace
Schenectady, NY 12307

Sworn to belore m

£
2(; dayof  June LE
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Response to the Defendant's DEMAND FOR INTERROGATORIES:
1. Prepared:  Gerald J. Brown

DOB 4/11/42
SS# 051-34-7982
2. Date of Incorporation of Tri-Key Research institute, Inc. is November 20,

1992. Name change amendment from Tri-Key Research Institute, Inc. to Baldwin
Research Institute, Inc. effective November 10, 1884,

3. Date of Incorporation of The Hagaman Guest House of Montgomery
County, Inc. is September 24, 1992.

4. In a newspaper article by Mr. Christopher Ringwald a Staff writer for the
Times Union of Albany, New York wrote, “Some AA members in the Capital Region
consider Hagaman divisive and cultlike.” Mr. Ringwald is known to be a member of

Alcoholics Anonymous.

In a newsletter article by Mr. John Welch {could be Walshj} in the
September 1996 Issue of the H-M-B Newsletter he wrote: "In support of the 3
resclutions as submitted (8/13/98) by your delegate and because of only a part of the
anti AA information as contained in ‘The Old News’ issue of June 1996, issue 96.07,
your delegate does hereby request that the following groups/meetings (and any other
meetings) should immediately be dropped from any and all local/district/area/GS0O etc.
group/meeting listings or schedules.
Sunday Hagaman Guest House (8:00PM) meeting--8 Church St. Hagaman N.Y.
Thursday 8:00PM-Frieden’s United Church of Christ, Corner of Clinton & Frankiin
(across from City Hall} Schenectady N.Y.
Tuesday 8:00PM Qur Lady of Grace Church, 73 Midline Road Route 146 A, Ballston
L ake, N.Y.
Friday 8:00PM , State Street Presbyterian Church, Corner of State and Catherine,
Schenectady N.Y.
Wednesday 8:00PM , Christ Episcopal Church, 870 State St. Schenectady NY
Saturday 8:30PM, Trinity Lutheran Church, 40 Guy Park Avenue, Amsterdam, NY.”

In a newsletter article by Mr. Dick Ferrari in the October 1996 [ssue of
the H-M-B Newsletter he wrote: “The Old Fashioned groups {(or meetings) originating
with Gerald Brown, President of Baldwin Research tnstitute in Hagaman, NY was the
focus of the discussion. As reported by DCMs who have visited these groups and who
have read their newspaper, Old News, the Old Fashioned groups emphasized that they
are not a part of Alcoholics Anonymous or ‘modern AA'" and did not subscribe to the
traditions and concepts of AA, which they labeled as useless and used by self-serving
nitwits. They are striving to become a nation-wide movement and have living quarters
in Amsterdam, Schenectady and Plattsburgh. One DCM stated that they have been
under investigation by the FBI for four years in the disappearance of children whose
parents cannot locate them after going into the Hagaman House Program. FBl agents
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have interviewed this DCM for possible information. The opinion was unanimous to
vote to remove the old fashioned groups from the HMB Area Meeting Schedule and
records at the upcoming October Assembly.”

In a Webpage on the World Wide Web Dr. Wayne van Saun, a member
of Alcoholics Anonymous, published: [Headline.] "0Old Fashioned AA at Hagaman. NY”
{Body of text.] All about the old-fashioned AA movement and their facility in Hagaman,
NY. A bunch of good friends of mine are helping alcoholics and drug addicts of ail ages
at this house not far from me, variously described as a cult, a successful alternative to
modern rehabilitation (The Baldwin Program), and only half-jokingly, an "Animal House”
without the booze.”

According to Mr. Gerald Blair, Lake Placid School District
Superintendent, Mr. Phil Thayer, known to me as a member of Alcoholic Anonymous,
reported to the Lake Placid School Board that The Hagaman Guest House was a cult.

According to Mr. John Lansing a Lake Placid businessman and Mrs.
Mickey Lansing, Lake Placid High Schocl Nurse, Mr. Phil Thayer said The Hagaman
Guest House was a cult and no Lake Placid kids should be allowed to afiend the
program either as part of the Lake Placid Project or at Hagaman. Wanting to find out
for themselves Mr. and Mrs. Lansing made a trip to the guest house in Hagaman,
unannounced. They were graciously received by the staff, given a tour, and at the end
of thelr visit commended the staff and some of the young Lake Placid adolescents that

were going through the program at the guest house.

Mr. Doug Lavergne of Saratoga County and a member of Alccholics
Anonymous contacted us to let us know there was going to be a vote in Saratoga
County Alcoholics Anonymous to have Old Fashioned AA thrown out of Alconhoiics
Anonymous because The Hagaman Guest House and Old Fashioned AA is a cult, is
under investigation by the FBI and is responsible for the disappearance of children.

Mr. Joseph Fuller of Schoharie County and a member of Alcoholics
Anonymous contacted us to let us know there was going to be a vote in H-M-B Area of
Alcoholics Anonymous to have Old Fashioned AA thrown out of Alcoholics Ancnymous
because The Hagaman Guest House and Old Fashioned AA is a cuit.

Mr. Thomas Lansing (No relation to Mr. and Mrs. John Lansing.) of
Saratoga County and a member of Alcohalics Anonymous reported on several
occasions that he attended meetings where discusstons were held alleging The
‘Hagaman Guest House and Old Fashioned AA is a cult and responsible for the
disappearance of children.

St. Peter's Addiction Recovery Center personnel and Alcoholics
Anonymous members told Mr. Dick Crowley, then a patient at $t. Peter's Addiction
Recovery Center, that The Hagaman Guest House was a cult, that children had
disappeared from The Hagaman Guest House and that The Hagaman Guest House
was under investigation by the FBI. St Peter's Addiction Recovery Center perscnnel
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and Alcoholics Anonymous members recommended to Mr. Crowley and his family that
Mr. Crowley not go through with his plan to go to The Hagaman Guest House. ltis
believed that Mr. Crowley’s counselor was a member of Alcoholics Anonymous or is
affiliated with Alcoholics Anonymous.

Mr. T. Richard Adair a volunteer of The Hagaman Guest House and a
member of Alcohclics Anonymous was accused publicly of belonging to The Hagaman
Guest House cult and that he was responsible for the death of an adolescent staying at
the guest house who had accompanied Mr. Adair to a Phish Concert in Plattsburgh.

While a patient of St. Mary’s Hospitai, St. Mary's Hospital personnel told
Dr. Lawrence Duda that he should not return to The Hagaman Guest House. They
advised against Dr, Duda returning to the guest house because The Hagaman Guest
House was “not licensed.” Many counselors at St. Mary's Hospital are members of
Alcoholics Anonymoeus; in fact, Ms. Sherry Gillette, the Director of 5t. Mary’s Hospital's
drug and alcohol rehabilitation program is a well known member of Alcoholics
Anonymous.

Sometime last year Mr. Kevin Barratt wrote to us requesting a
subscription to The Old News. At that time he was an elected official of Alcoholics
Anonymous, a District Committee Member (*DCM”). In his capacity as DCM he served
on the Hudson-Mohawk-Berkshire Area Committee (HMB). Thus, he was an elected
member of HMB at the time the defamation against us was taking place. In Mr.
Barratt's e-mail communication to us he states the reason he wants to be removed from
our mailing list is that “| am not interested in your way of recovery, or anything that is
not ‘official A..A." (following the Twelve Traditions)” This would seem to be a red herring
in that we had been publishing articles opposing the twelve traditions in copies of The
Old News long before Mr. Barratt decided to subscribe. 1t is possible, although we don't
know for sure, that Mr. Barratt is still an elected official of Alcoholics Anonymous.

Based on his e-mail message, he most certainly is still a member of Alccholics
Anonymous. As a member of Alccholics Ancnymous, and most probably an elected
official, he makes reference to “You, and your cult...” in his e-mail of 7 May 1897. Then
he goes on to imply that pecple who come to us for help are in some sort of danger.

He states: “| also pray for the newcomers, Ged help them.”

Mark Scheerenh encountered an old AA friend, Danielle, that had just
moved back north from Georgia. She said that AA members in the State of Georgia told
her that she had better be careful about Jerry Brown when she moved back to New
York, because he started a group of AA meetings that were actually a cult, and that
something bad was going on “up there.”

Mr. Robert MacAlister, a well known real estate developer in Albany
spoke with a friend of his who is a professor at Hudson Valley Community Coliege. Mr.
MacAlister's friend told him about young people disappearing after going to a place in
Hagaman for drug problems.
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A statement was made by Mr. Jose Alejandro, in the presence of Ms.
Barbara Mitchell on or about 11 August 1997 that The Hagaman Guest House is a

HEultlll

On 19 August 1997, A statement was made by Johnny Q. in the presence of
Ms. Danielle Bailey where Johnny O. stated that The Hagaman Guest House is a

llcult-ll

We stipulate that there are many more occurrences that, at this time, we
are unaware of, and there will be many more occurrences that have not yet occurred.

aware of same or as each new occurrence of defamation by the defendant occurs.

5.

Reported by:

Source of
Defamatory
Statements

To whom the defamatory Statements were
made

Date

Mr. Gerald Blair

Mr. and Mrs. John
Lansing

Mr. Christopher
FRingwald

Mr. John Welch
(could be Walsh)

Mr. Dick Ferrari

Dr. Wayne van
Saun

Mr. Doug Lavergne

Mr. Joseph Fulier

Mr. Phil Thayer,
Member of
Aicaholics
Anonymous

Mr. Phil Thayer,
Member of
Alcoholics
Anonymous

Mr. Christopher
Ringwald,
Member of
Alcoholics
Anonymous

Mr. John Welch,
Member of
Alcoholics
ANonymous

Mr. Dick Ferran,
Member of
Alcoholics
Anonymous

Dr. Wayne van
Saun, Member of
Alcoholics
Anonymaous

Mr. Tish Brownell,
Member of
Alcoholics
Anonymous

Members of
Alcoholics
Anonymous

Members of the Board of Education and the general
public of Essex County.

Members of Alcohalics Anonymeous and the general
public of Essex County.

Circutation of the Albany Times Union.

Members of Alcoholics Anonymous and potentially non-
members throughout eastern New York State (east of
Utica) and western Massachusetts.

Members of Alcoholics Anonymaus and potentially non-
members throughout eastern New York State (east of
Utica) and western Massachusetts.

Everyone who visited Dr. van Saun’s webpage during
the time the "cult” comment was inciuded on his
webpage.

Members of Alcoholics Anonymous and the general
public of Saratcga County.

Members of Alcoholics Anonymous and the general
public of Schoharie County.,

January 1994

January 1994

August 4, 19¢6

September
1986

October 1996

May 1987

September 16,
1996

August 1986
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5. Reported by: Source of To whom the defamatory Statements were Date
Defamatory made
Statements
Mr. Thomas Members of Members of Alcoholics Anonymous and the general May 1996
Lansing Alcoholics pubiic of Schenectady and Montgomery Counties.
Angnymous
Mr. Dick Crowley Member of Members of Alcohalics Anonymous and the general November 21,
Alccholics public of Albany County and an unknown number of 1986

Anocnymous and
Staff members of
St. Peter's
Addiction
Recovery Center

other professionals in the alcohol and drug
rehabilitation industry.

Mr. T. Richard Member of Members of Alcoholics Anonymous and the general September 16,
Adair Alcoholics public of Saratoga County. 1996
ANonymous

Dr. Lawrence

Staff members of

Members of Alcoholics Anonymous and the general

February 1996

Duda: St. Mary’s public of Montgomery County and an unknown number
Rehabilitation of other professionals in the alcohel and drug
Frogram rehabilitation industry.
Mr. Kevin Barratt ir. Kevin Barratt,  Members of Alcoholics Anonymous and the general May 7, 1997
Member of public of Duchess County.
Alcoholics
. Anonymaous
Mr. Mark Scheeren  Danielle, Member  Members of Alcoholics Anonymaous and the general April 1997
af Alcoholics public of the State of Georgia. |
Anonymous
Wr. Robert Professar at The general public of Albany and Rensselear Counties. November 7,
MacAlister Hudson Valley 1986
Community
College
Ws. Barbara Mr. Jose Members of Alcoholics Anonymous and the general August 11,
Mitchell Alejandro, public of Rensselear County. 1997
Member of
Alcoholics
Anonymous
Ms. Danielle Baitey  Johnny O, Members of Alcoholics Anonymous and the general August 18,
tMember of public of Rensselear County. 1997
Alcchalics
Anonymous

6. Mr. Christopher Ringwald: Mr. Ringwald statement “Some AA members

in the Capital Region consider Hagaman fmeaning "The Hagaman Guest House"|
divisive and cultlike” confirms that among AA members the defamatory word “cult” and
other words that carry negative connctations such as “divisive” are used when referring
to The Hagaman Guest House. According to Mr. Ringwald’s statement the source of
these defamatory references is Alcohclics Anonymous. Mr. Ringwaid, according to Mr.
Rod O'Connor of Albany, is known to be a member of Alcoholics Anonymous.
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Mr. John Welch {could be Walsh): John W. and Alcoholics Anonymous
defamed Old Fashioned AA by sponsaring resolutions to eject Oid Fashioned AA from
Alcoholics Ancnymous and by identifying each meeting by name, time and place, and
by publishing John W.'s and Alcoholics Anonymous’, resclutions and the names, times,
and places of the meetings in a public forum, the H-M-B Newsletter. Further and at the
time it was published, John W. and Alcoholics Anonymous knew that Old Fashioned AA
was not a member of, affiliated with, or in any way associated with Alcoholics
Anonymous. The H-M-B Area was sent a letter in August 1996 stating that Old
Fashioned AA was not part of Alcoholics Anonymous. Old Fashioned AA also stated
clearly and publicly in its newsletter, The Old News, Issue 86.07, that "It [meaning "Old
Fashioned AA" is in no way part of Alcoholics Anonymous or medern AA" As further
evidence of John W.'s knowledge that Old Fashioned AA had already withdrawn from
Alcoholics Anonymous, John W. writes: “Note; since this article [meaning The Old
News, Issue 96.07, There is a Requirement For Membership] does state that the Old
Fashioned Alcoholics Anonymous groups/meetings are not part of Alcohalics
Anonymous, or modern AA |, we should have no problem with dropping of satd
meetings from any and all AA listings and meeting schedules.” Inasmuch as John W,
an officer of Alcoholics Anonymous, knew that Old Fashioned AA had already
withdrawn from Alcohelics Anonymous, it is clear that the only reason John W. and
Alcoholics Anonymous sponscred resolutions to eject Old Fashioned AA from
Alcoholics Anonymous would be to defame Old Fashioned AA.

Mr. Dick Ferrari: Mr. Ferrari, and other members at the meeting that
voted unanimously to eject Old Fashioned AA from Alcoholics Anonymous defamed Old
Fashioned AA, its members, Gerald Brown, Baldwin Research Institute, Inc., and The
Hagaman Guest House, a Division of Baldwin Research Institute, Inc. by participating in
a public forum within Alcoholics Anonymous where "The Old Fashioned groups (or
meetings) originating with Gerald Brown, President of Baldwin Research institute in
Hagaman, NY was the focus of the discussion.” (October 1996 Issue of the H-M-B
Newsletter) Further, that this meeting took place without Old Fashioned AA’s, Gerald
Brown's, Baldwin Research Institute, Inc.'s or The Hagaman Guest House's consent or
prior knowledge of, and that Old Fashioned AA, Gerald Brown, Baldwin Research
Institute, Inc. or The Hagaman Guest House were unable to defend themselves against
the defamation since Old Fashioned AA, its members, Gerald Brown, Baldwin
Research Institute, Inc., and The Hagaman Guest House were not notified to attend the
meeting. And, that said meeting was held for the express purpose of defaming Cld
Fashioned AA, its members, Gerald Brown, Baldwin Research Institute, Inc., and The
Hagaman Guest House in that, Old Fashicned AA, Baldwin Research Institute, Inc.,
and The Hagaman Guest House were not members of, affiliated with, or in any way
associated with Alcoholics Anocnymous. Moreover, Mr. Ferrari, every attendee of the
aforementioned meeting and Alcoholics Anocnymous knew at the time of the vote that
Old Fashioned AA, Baldwin Research Institute, Inc., and The Hagaman Guest House
were not members of, affiliated with, or in any way associated with Alcoholics
Anonymous.
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Further, Mr. Ferrari and Alcoholics Anonymous published an account of this
meeting and the results of the vote to gject Old Fashioned AA from Alcoholics
Anonymous. Mr. Ferrari and Alcoholics Anonymous reported that "They [meaning "Old
Fashioned AA," “its members,” “Gerald Brown,” “Baldwin Research Insfitute, inc.,” and
“The Hagaman Guest House"] are striving to become a nationwide movement and have
living quarters in Amsterdam, Schenectady and Plattsburgh. This information i1s not
true. We do not now have, nor have we ever had, plans for a nattonwide movement,
Nor are we, by definition, a "movement.” We do not now have, nor have we ever had,
living quarters in Schenectady or Plattsburgh. We do have offices in Schenectady
County. Had Mr. Ferrari and Alcoholics Ancnymous called, we would have advised

them of the correct information.

" i

Mr. Ferrari and Alcoholics Anonymous reported that “One DCM stated that they
Imeaning “Old Fashioned AA," “its members,” “Gerald Brown,” "Baldwin Research
Institute, Inc.,” and “The Hagaman Guest House”] have been under investigation by the
FBI for four years in the disappearance of children whose parents cannot locate them
after going into the Hagaman House Program.” To the best of our knowledge there is
not now, nor has there ever been an FBI investigation of Old Fashioned AA, ifs
members, Gerald Brown, Baldwin Research Institute, Inc., or The Hagaman Guest
House. No child, no adult, no one has ever disappeared whiie In the care of The
Hagaman Guest House. Being under “an investigation” by any government agency Is
devastating to a business or individual.

Even more destructive is the report that Old Fashioned AA, its members, Gerald
Brown, Baldwin Research Institute, Inc., and The Hagaman Guest House are in some
way involved with or responsible for the disappearance of children. Since the article |
have been forced to resign my responsibility at The Hagaman Guest House and by the
first of the year | must give up my position as President of Baldwin Research Institute,
Inc. As ancther example, Jude Thaddeus Academy Project, a drug and alcohoil free
high school, had to be abandoned for fear of bringing more attention to these
devastating and untrue defamatory reports by Mr. Ferrart and Alcoholics Anonymous.

Mr. Ferrari and Alcoholics Anocnymous reported that: “FBl agents have
interviewed this DCM [meaning “the DCM that reported the FBI investigation®] for
possible information.” This statement was reported as a fact, that i1s with no
qualification as to its source or accuracy. Mr. Ferrari and Alcoholics Anonymous are
jointly and individually responsible for the accuracy of this statement. The statement is
untrue and Mr. Ferrari and Alcoholics Anonymous made the statement specifically to
defame Old Fashioned AA, its members, Gerald Brown, Baldwin Research Institute,
Inc., and The Hagaman Guest House.

Dr. Wayne van Saun: Dr. van Saun is a member of Alcoholics
Anonymous. In May of 1897 he included on his Internet webpage his description of Old
Fashioned AA, The Hagaman Guest House, and the Baldwin Precgram. He wrote:
“...variously described as a cult...and only half-jokingly, an 'Animal House' without
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. booze.” After visiting his webpage Mr. Mark Scheeren, Director of The Hagaman Guest
House wrote to Dr. van Saun via e-mail:

Wayne,

Thanks for the publishing “stuff”. Idid use it to get the Old News, etc. on the net. Thank you! [
also looked at your web site---pretty informative, but I must say that I would rather not have the
idea that we are a cult (or described as one) perpetuated. Whether we ure described as one does
not make it true, and comments like that on the net can hurt us a great deal. [realize that this is
your web page and that you are allowed to say anything that you want. [ would ask that if you
feel it necessary to say that we are described as a cult please take the link to our site off your
page. Rumors such as these can only hurt alcoholics who may have come here had it not been
for “contempt prior to investigation” by the hurtful people who started those rumors. Thank you.

Mark
That very same day Dr. van Saun responded with this e-malled:

Mark -

You are right - it is not fuir to call your group a cult - at least online - 1 do not want to hinder
any alcoholics from trying your program.... 'l change it first chance I get

Wavne

The following day, May 25,1997, Dr. Lawrence Duda wrote to Dr. van Saun about Dr.
van Saun's description of Old Fashioned AA, The Hagaman Guest House and the
Baldwin Program as presented on Dr. van Saun’'s webpage. Dr. Duda wrote:

.. 1 get a message that my good friend said [was in a cult, No way!!!!

Dr. van Saun again responded the same day, May 25, 1997, to Dr. Duda’s e-mail
regarding Dr. van Saun’s web page. In Dr. van Saun’s e-mail to Dr. Duda he explains:

no way, buddy...

No, it is not fair that I described your group as a cult, but others have done so as

well.... "modern” AA members that are good friends.. I did change my web site to leave out the
cult crack but have thought long and hard about Hagaman and [ do feel your exclusivity and

shunning of what you call modern A4s is a bit much...

Clearly and by Dr. van Saun's own admission, information with respect to The
Hagaman Guest and Old Fashioned AA being a cult emanated frcm "AA members that
are good friends,” that is members of Alcoholics Anonymous. Even though Dr. van
Saun responded to my letter addressing this problem stating "l will even recommend it
[meaning Old Fashioned AA and The Hagaman Guest House] as a treatment for my
teen addicts,” the likelihood of Dr. van Saun making referrals to The Hagaman Guest
House is thought to be low. Consider that as of this date 16 October 1997, nearly five
months after Dr. van Saun said he would make referrals, he has not made a singie
referral to The Hagaman Guest House.
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Mr. Gerald Blair: Mr. Blair met with Ms. Adrienne Ratigan and me to
explain that Mr. Phil Thayer spoke out at a Lake Placid School Board meeting and said
that The Hagaman Guest House was a “cult.” As a direct result of that meeting Lake
Placid High School withdrew from The Lake Placid Project. The Lake Placid High
School Principal was directed not to allow us in the school to work with students and in
August 1994 Old Fashioned AA’s Lake Placid Meeting was discontinued because of
lack of attendance. The lack of attendance was a direct result of Mr. Phil Thayer's
efforts according to other Lake Placid AA members’ statements.

Mr. and Mrs. John Lansing: Although Mr. and Mrs. John Lansing had
given The Hagaman Guest House financial support in the past and even though they
took the time to visit The Hagaman Guest House to see for themselves that The
Hagaman Guest House is not a “cult,” they discontinued financial support after the
rumors of The Hagaman Guest House being a cult.

Mr. Doug Lavergne: Mr. Lavergne was attending an AA meeting in
Saratoga County where the AA members discussed Jerry Brown being a cult leader of
The Hagaman Guest House and the need to have the Old Fashioned Group removed

from Alcoholics Anonymous.

About 10:30, 17 September 1896, | received a call from Doug Lavergne.
Through a mutual friend Mr. Lavergne had learned about our efforts to stop Alcoholics
Anonymous’ defaming of The Hagaman Guest House, Old Fashioned Alcoholics

Anonymous, and me.

Mr. Lavergne says he was at a Monday Night Malta Meeting of Alcoholics
Anonymous on September 16, 1996 which is held weekly in a church located on

Dunning Road in the Toewn of Malta.

According to Mr. Lavergne there was a business meeting called to order
separately from the regular weekly meeting and attended by approximately 10
members of Alcoholics Anonymous, among them were Messrs. Doug Lavergne, Henry
Young, Joseph Spears and Tish Brownell. Mr. Brownell, at that time, held the title of
District Committee Member (hereinafter “DCM”) of District 5 of the Hudson Mohawk
Berkshire Area of Alcoholics Anocnymous. As DCM, Mr. Brownell was the highest
ranking officer in District 5 and represents his constituency at the Hudson Mohawk
Berkshire Area of Alcoholics Ancnymous,

According to Mr. Lavergne the Monday Night Malta Meeting of Alcoholics
Anonymous’ September 16th business meeting was held for the purpose of dealing
with the problem of too many members of Alcoholics Anenymous coming to the Monday
Night Malta Meeting of Alcoholics Ancnymous and discussing topics that sounded
similar to information presented at The Hagaman Guest House, Old Fashioned
Alcoholics Anonymous and by Jerry Brown.

Further and according to Mr. Lavergne, Mr. Tish Brownel! presented the
following information that;
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. (1) There has been a six year long investigation of The Hagaman Guest
House and Jerry Brown by the FBI.

(2) He, personally, [meaning “Mr. Brownell"] has been working with the
FBI in connection with the FBI's investigation of The Hagaman Guest House and

Jerry Brown.

(3) There is a list of missing children who were last seen in the presence
of Jerry Brown and/or at The Hagaman Guest House, and further alleges that
this list is part of the FBI investigation.

(4} And, recently, Mr. Rick Adair, a member of The Hagaman Guest
House, took a youngster to a Phish Concert in Plattsburgh, NY, where under the
care of or by the hand of The Hagaman Guest House personnei the child was
killed. (Mr. Adair worked at The Hagaman Guest House during 1995 as a
volunteer and occasionally attends the Monday Night Malta Meeting of
Alcoholics Anonymous. He was in attendance the night of September 16th, but
before the business meeting was held Mr. Adair was ejected from the regular
Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting by Mr. Brownell and others.)

Mr. Joseph Fuller: Mr. Fuller was attending an AA meeting in Schoharie
County where the AA members discussed Jerry Brown being a cult leader of The
Hagaman Guest House and the need to have the Old Fashioned Group removed from

Alcoholics Anonymous.

Mr. Thomas Lansing: Mr. Lansing was attending an AA meeting in
Schenectady County where the AA members discussed Jerry Brown being a cult leader
of The Hagaman Guest House and the need to have the Old Fashioned Group
removed from Alcoholics Anonymous.

St. Peter’s Addiction Recovery Center personnel and Alcoholics
Anonymous members: At the request of a friend of Mr. Dick Crowley a couple of Old
Fashicned AA members, Mr. Charles Weatherwax and Mr. James Oppy, visited Mr.
Crowley who at the time was going through St. Peter’s Addiction Recovery Center
detoxification program. During the visit Mr. Crowley said he had an interest in coming
to the program at The Hagaman Guest House. A few days later Mr. Weatherwax, again
went to visit Mr. Crowley at St. Peter’s, but Mr. Crowley had all ready been discharged.

Several days went by during which time Mr. Crowley relapsed. Mr. Crowley
called Mr. Weatherwax on Thursday, November 21, 1996 and told Mr. Weatherwax that
he [Mr. Crowley ] wanted to come to the guest house. Mr. Weatherwax and another
member of Qld Fashioned AA met with Mr. Crowley, and in conversation Mr. Crowley
asked how many children were at the guest house and about the FBIl investigation. Mr.
Weatherwax explained that there were four teenagers at the house and that there was
no FBI investigation. Mr. Crowley then came to the house at about 3:30PM on
Thursday.
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Shortly after Mr. Crowley's arrival we began receiving telephone calls from Mr.
Crowley’s estranged wife. Her telephone conversations were panicky and angry. At
the very least her conversation was bizarre and each time she called, she demanded
that we let her husband leave. Each time we told her that Mr. Crowley could leave
anytime he wanted to but only at his request. We further explained that we would take
him back home or any place else he may want to go in the Capital District.

At about 9:30PM Mr. Crowley's estranged wife, his daughter, and two
unidentified men came to the guest house for Mr. Crowley. Mr. Weatherwax provided
Mr. Crowley and his visitors a private room in which they could talx. After about one
half hour they emerged and announced that Mr. Crowley would be leaving with them.
They all left the guest house at about 10:00PM. Just before departing and without his
visitars hearing, Mr. Crowley indicated to Mr, Weatherwax that he would be back.

It was suspected that the two individuals who accompanied Mr. Crowley's
estranged wife and daughter were from Alcoholics Anonymous tn Albany which later
proved to be true. One of the two unknown men {urned out to be Mr. Crowley's
sponsor in Alcoholics Anonymous. Because their conversation at the guest house was
private, we do not know the content of the conversation. But, based on Mr. Crowley’s
earlier questions about teenagers and FBI investigations, it seems certain that some of
these items were discussed to convince Mr. Crowley to leave.

According to Mr. Crowley, he and his family were advised of the * disappearance
of children at the guest house” and the "FBl investigation™ by a St. Peter's Addiction
Recovery Center counselor. [t is believed that Mr. Crowley’s counselor is @ member of
Alcoholics Anonymous or is in some way affiliated with Alcoholics Anonymous. The
identity of the counselor that advised Mr. Crowley about the FBI investigaticn, the
disappearance of children at the guest hcuse, and to not go to the guest house must be
a matter of record at St. Peter's Addiction Recovery Center.

Mr. T. Richard Adair: Mr. Adair was attending an AA meeting in Saratoga
County where the AA members discussed Jerry Brown being a cult leader of The
Hagaman Guest House and the need to have the Old Fashioned Group removed from
Alcoholics Anonymous. At this meeting the attendees also knew that Mr. Adair had
been a volunteer at The Hagaman Guest House and accused him of killing a teenager
who was staying at The Hagaman Guest House. According to Mr, Adair's accusers he
lured this teenager away from the guest house to attend a Phish Concert in Plattsburgh,
New York where he was responsible for the teenager's death.

Dr. Lawrence Duda: While staying at The Hagaman Guest House Dr.
Duda began exhibiting symptoms of severe gout exacerbated by detoxification. He was
admitted to St. Mary's Hospital. [The Hagaman Guest House refers individuals
suffering from detoxification symptoms to St. Mary’s Hospital because it is the closest
facility offering detoxification services.] As was the case with all the other guesis we
referred to St. Mary's Detoxification Program, counselors at St. Mary's tried to convince
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Dr. Duda that he should not return to The Hagaman Guest House Program. They told
him that The Hagaman Guest House was “not a licensed facility.”

In and of itself, the statement “not a licensed facility” is not defaming. It becomes
defaming in the presence of two conditions: guest houses are not required to be
licensed and the staff of St. Mary's Rehabilitation and Treatment Program has known
for years that The Hagaman Guest House Program is not required to have a license.
Thus, to say that “The Hagaman Guest House is not a licensed facility” is to imply that
The Hagaman Guest House is required to have a license. By St. Mary's Rehabilitation
and Treatment Program telling its patients that The Hagaman Guest House is not a
icensed facility, St. Mary's Rehabilitation and Treatment Program is implying that the
guest house is operating illegally or dishonestly or is not of the quality to be able to
obtain a license; none of which is true. Furthermore, the fact that St. Mary's
Rehabilitation and Treatment Program knows that The Hagaman Guest House does
not need a license is a conscious effort on St. Mary's Rehabilitation and Treatment
Program to discredit and defame The Hagaman Guest House.

Mr. Kevin Barratt: In May 1995 Mr. Barratt, of Poughkeepsie, New York,
wrote to us about The Old News and was added to our mailing list. At that time he was
an elected official of Alcoholics Anonymous, a District Committee Member ("DCM") and
told us that he and his AA Group agreed with much of what was carried in The Old
News. In his capacity as DCM he served on the Hudson-Mohawk-Berkshire Area
Committee (HMB). Thus, he was an elected member of HMB at the time the
defamation against us was taking place.

in Mr. Barratt's e-mait communication 7 May 1997 tc us he states the reason he
wants to be removed from our mailing list is that “l am not interested in your way of
recovery, or anything that is not ‘official A.A." (fellowing the Twelve Traditions)” This
would seem to be a red herring in that we had been publishing articles opposing the
twelve traditions even at the time Mr. Barratt requested to receive The Old News.

It is possible, although we don't know for sure, that Mr. Barratt is still an elected
official of Alcoholics Anonymous. Based on his e-maill message, he most certainly is
still a member of Alcoholics Anonymous. As a member of Alcoholics Anonymous, and
most probably an elected official, he makes reference to “You, and your cult...”
‘meaning “The Old News,” “Old Fashioned AA,” “Jerry Brown,” "Baldwin Research
nstitute, Inc.,” and “The Hagaman Guest House”] in his e-mall of 7 May 1997. Then
he goes on to imply that people who come to us for help are in some sort of danger.
He states: | also pray for the newcomers, God help them.”

Mr. Mark Scheeren: He relates the following discussion: * At the
beginning of April 1997 a girl by the name of Danielle was at the Tuesday Night Old
Fashioned Alccholics Anonymous Meeting. | have known Danielle for seven years
although | had not heard from her in the last five years. Danielle told me that she had
been living in Georgia for the past five years and has been sober for the entire seven
years. She had just moved back to Clifton Park, NY a month before. After small talk
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about families and friends in AA she asked how Jerry Brown was. | told her he was
doing well. She then told me that when she told the Georgia AA members that she was
originally from upstate New York AA, they started asking about Jerry Brown. Danielle
was surprised at this since she did actually know Jerry quite well. The same AA
members then told Danielle that she had better be careful about Jerry Brown when she
moved back to New York, because he started a group of AA meetings that were

actually a cult, and that something bad was going on ‘up there'.

Ms. Barbara Mitchell: Ms. Barbara Mitchell related to Ms. Danielle Bailey
that Mr. Alejandro, a representative of Honor Court which is believed to be an
organization of Peter Young Housing Industry and Treatment, Inc., said that he knew of
“that group” [meaning The Hagaman Guest House] and that that group gave a two
week course and was a cult--that it was a terrible place. It is further believed that Mr.
Jose Alejandro is a member of Alcoholics Anonymous or has some affiliation with
Alcoholics Anonymous and/or its members.

We reserve the right to supplement the foregoing as the information becomes
available.

! General Damage Statement: Ever since the founding of Baldwin
Research Institute, Inc., The Hagaman Guest House and Old Fashioned AA, Alcoholics
Anonymous through its members and officers have conspired against Gerald Brown,
Baldwin Research Institute, Inc., The Hagaman Guest House and Old Fashioned AA,
culminating in the recent defamatory remarks. Thus, to speculate there are quantifiable
damages and financial losses would be to ignore the damages and financial losses that
cannot be quantified at any point in time. Therefore, the following is not presented as a
complete list of damages and financial losses, but rather a representative sampie of the
damage and financial losses sustained by Gerald Brown, Baldwin Research [nsti{ute,
Inc., The Hagaman Guest House and Old Fashioned AA as a direct result of Alcoholics
Ancnymous's defamatory statements.

Mr. Christopher Ringwald: The extent of the damage caused by the
Times Union article is indeterminable at this time as we do not know the circulation of

the Times Union.

Mr. John Welch (could be Walsh): The extent of the damage Is
indeterminable at this time as we do not know who attended the meeting and what
impact such a discussion would have one, two or three people removed from the
meeting attendees, and we do not know how far reaching the H-M-B Newsletter might
be. For example, it is likely passed on te members outside the H-M-B Area.

Mr. Dick Ferrari: The extent of the damage is indeterminable at this time
as we do not know who attended the meeting and what impact such a discussion would
have one, two or three people removed from the meeting attendees, and we do not
know how far reaching the H-M-B Newsletter might be. For example, it is likely passed
on to members outside the H-M-B Area.
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Dr. Wayne van Saun: The extent of the damage is indeterminable at this
time as we do not know who or how many individuals visited the website during the time
that the website described The Hagaman Guest House and the Baldwin Program as a
cult.

Mr. Gerald Blair: The full extent of the damage is indeterminable at this
time as we do not know who attended the meeting and what impact such a discussion
would have one, two or three people removed from the meeting attendees.

Mr. and Mrs. John Lansing: They stopped financiat support after the
rumors of The Hagaman Guest House being a cult.

Mr. Doug Lavergne: The extent of the damage is indeterminable at this
time as we do not know who attended the meeting and what impact such a discussion
would have one, two or three pecple removed from the meeting attendees.

Mr. Joseph Fuller: The extent of the damage is indeterminable at this
time as we do not know who attended the meeting and what impact such a discussion
would have one, two or three people removed from the meeting attendees.

Mr. Thomas Lansing: The extent of the damage is indeterminable at this
time as we do not know who attended the meeting and what impact such a discussion
would have one, two or three people removed from the meeting attendees.

St. Peter’'s Addiction Recovery Center personnel and Alcoholics
Anonymous members: Based on this one incident we canceled our marketing
program to do image building and get referrals from 50 rehabilitation facilittes One of
the targeted facilities was St. Peter's Addiction Recovery Center. However, the full
extent of the damage is indeterminable at this time as we do not know who else St
Peter's Addiction Recovery Cenler may have given this defaming information to.

Mr. T. Richard Adair: The exient of the damage is indeterminable at this
time as we do not know who attended the meeting and what impact such a discussion
would have one, two or three people removed from the meeting attendees.

Dr. Lawrence Duda: The full extent of the damage is indeterminable at
this time as we do not know who else St. Mary's Rehabilitation and Treatment Program
may have given this defaming information to.

Mr. Kevin Barratt: This e-maii presents definitive evidence that the
defamation, the smear campaign, was still going on by members and officers of
Alcohalics Anonymous even after our seeking relief from the court. The extent of the
damage is indeterminable at this time. It is, however, clear that the damage extends
well beyond the Capital Region, throughout H-M-B Area which includes some portion of
the State of Massachusetts.

Mr. Mark Scheeren: This report presents definitive evidence that the
defamation, the smear campaign, was still going on by members and officers of
Alcoholics Anonymous even after our seeking relief from the court. The extent of the
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damage is indeterminable at this time. [t is, however, clear that the damage extends
well beyond the Capital Region, throughout Alcoholic Anonymous which includes every
Siate.

Mr. Robert MacAlister: Hudson Valley Community College was one of
the area schools that we targeted for marketing in 1997. Area school marketing plans
had to be abandoned. The extent of the damage is indeterminable at this time as we do
not know how many people in the area schools and people outside of Alccholics
Anocnymous know about the defamatory “disappearing children story.” it is, however,
clear that the damage by Alcoholics Anonymous extends well beyond Alcoholics

Anonymous.

Ms. Barbara Mitchell: The extent of the damage Is indeterminatle at this
time as we do not know how many peocple Peter Young Housing Industry and
Treatment, Inc. and Mr. Jose Alejandro have told that The Hagaman Guest House is a
cult.

Lake Placid Project: The ioss of the Lake Placid Project cannot be
measured by the $15,000 proposed cost of the project. Had we completed that project,
at that time, which we were prepared to do, it would have served as the model to go
into hundreds of school districts with the same program. Revenues by this time could
easily have exceeded one million dollars a year because there is strong evidence that
the program would have been well recelved In the high school market.

In 1994, after Lake Placid High School withdrew from the Lake Placid Project,
BRaldwin Research Institute, Inc. conducted a pitot program to test out its theory with
respect to the effects of a high school sub-culture consisting of students who had
recovered from drug and alcchol problems. At the end of the first year, 4 out of the 5
students were stiil sober and drug free. Today, three years later, 3 cut of the 5 have
remained sober and drug free. In contrast to the 60% success rate, after three years,
experienced by the students at The Hagaman Guest House, Lake Placid High School
had 12 students attend conventional treatment and Alcohoiics Anonymous during the
1991-1992 and 1892-1993 school years, of which none stayed sober or drug free. By
the end of the first year all had relapsed. It is reasonable, then that without the
defamation and with the success rate that would have been achieved with the Lake
Placid Project, many more schools would have signed up for the Baldwin Program.
Although the loss of revenue and the loss of follow-on revenue early in our start-up
phase was devastating, the real tragedy is there are statistically 9 Lake Placid students
that would have been free of drugs and alcohol who were never given the chance
because of the defamatory statements of member(s) of Alcoholics Anonymous.

As the very same defamation and tactics began to surface in Essex County that
had been so effective in destroying our business in Montgomery County [discussed
later in this document.], we fought hard not to relinquish the Essex County market. We
aggressively pursued Moses Ludington Substance Abuse Services objections to our
programs and the associated defamatory statements. In December 1993 | wrote to Ms.
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Zoe Zingle, Moses Ludington Substance Abuse Services' counselor for Lake Placid
High School {See Answer to Demand for Documents Folder #6).

We did not get a response from Ms. Zingle, but we did recetve a response from
the Douglas G. Terbeek, Executive Director, Substance Abuse Prevention of Essex
County on January 10, 1994(See Answer to Demand for Documents Foider #5).

This letter gave us more information as to what was actually taking place in the
Lake Placid community regarding our efforts there. In our meeting of October 22, 1993
Doug Terbeek told the Principal of Lake Placid High School, Mr. Robert Schiller, that
The Hagaman Guest House was under an investigation by OASAS and that our
operation was not within the existing network of licensed alcohol and substance abuse
care providers in New York State. He also said he was there representing OASAS. In
his letter of 26 Qctober 1993 to Bob Schiller he does not put in writing the allegation of
being “under investigation” by OASAS. And, after our letter to Zoe Zingle that
threatened legal action against Terbeek and Zingle, personally, a copy of which went to
Attorney Richard Galeota who was consulting with us on these matters at the time,
Terbeek tones down his alegations about OASAS even more. In his letter of 10
January 1894 he simply says: “...given that OASAS has only determined that they have
no jurisdiction, ...

OASAS has asserted in all of their letters concerning the Lake Placid Project that
Mr. Terbeek was not representing OASAS and therfore Mr. Terbeek was acting on his
own. However, Mr. Terbeek’s letters indicate that he was representing OASAS. In his
letter 1o to Bob Schiller of 26 October 1993 he writes:

"As determined by state OASAS (Office of Alcoholism and Substance
Abuse Services) review...the Hagaman House and the Tri-Key Experience
operates outside the purview, and hence the regulatory control of the existing
network of licensed alcohol and substance abuse providers in the state.”

“To clarify our position, neither we nor the state CASAS are fimiliar with
the teaching staff, materials or methodology used in the two week course.”

In his second statement there is no doubt that he is speaking on behaif of
QASAS. Moreover, OASAS knew that Mr. Terbeek was at least speaking for them
(“‘representing OASAS"), in that Mr. John Ernst of OASAS received a copy of the
aforementioned letter. Hence any denial by OASAS with respect to whether or not Mr.
Terbeek was their representative to the Lake Placid Project in Essex County is untrue
based on Terbeek's letter and Mr. Ernst’s lack of objection to Terbeek speaking for
OASAS.

Mr. Terbeek chose to ignore our response to his stated concerns about female
staffing, bathrooms and shower facilities, and co-ed facilities. In our 1993 December
27th letter to Zingle, we presented no less than five women that were aclivily involved
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to help female guests. We were not asked at the time if there was a female volunteer
on-site 24 hours a day. Had we been asked, the answer was, and is, “yes;" since 1992
there has always been a female staff volunteer on-site whenever there is a female
guest staying at the house. Certainly in Terbeek’s letter of 10 January 1984, a copy of
which was sent to Bob Schiller (our potential customer), Mr. Terbeek was insinuating
that we were not adequately staffed saying “Our concerns about lack of around the
clock, on-site female staff.”

Furthermore, in our 1993 December 27th letter to Zingle, we described In great
detail the bathroom and shower facilities. We clearly demonstrate that our facility had
more bathrooms than was required by the New York State Department of Health. Yet,
in Terbeek’s letter of 10 January 1994, he again raises concerns in the mind of our
customer by stating,”inadequate bathrecom/shower facilities were |ust that...concerns
which we, from our experience and training, believed we needed to communicate to
Bob Schiller as information which he needed to be aware.” Obviously Terbeek despite
the facts is still attempting to persuade Bob Schiller, our customer, that a serious
problems exist with our bathroom facilities.

But the most devastating defamatory statement of Terbeek's 10 January 1994
letter was ; “With the possibility of other young people coming to Hagaman in the future,
we believe that addressing these concerns ¢could only enhance the overall quality of the
program by helping to ensure the physical and emotional safety of all who might
come to Hagaman House. This is our professional opinion, based on our
experience and training.” This clearly was said to suggest that the physical and
emotional safety of those coming to our facility was in question. And to give the
question credibility, Mr. Terbeek sets himself and his organization up as experts on the
subject.

Mr. Terbeek used his visit to The Hagaman Guest House and his pesition in the
community to discredit our program knowing full well that the two week program was
not even going to be held at The Hagaman Guest House. We proposed doing the two
week course at the White Sled Motel located just a few miles scuth of Lake Placid on
Route 73. Thus, his defamatory comments about The Hagaman Guest House were
designed only to obstruct The Lake Placid Project.

Moreover, at the time we received Terbeek’'s 10 January 1984 letter, we missed
its foreshadowing of things to come. In this letter he makes this reference: "young
people in Lake Placid/Saranac Lake.” This is a strange reference, indeed, considering
Saranac Lake is not in Essex County, and Mr. Terbeek has no responsibitity outside
Essex County. [tis alse strange, in that up to this peint we had purposely not
publicized our activities in Saranac Lake. Also, at this time we had only a brief,
preliminary meeting with Gerald Goldman the High School Principal in Saranac Lake
which few if any outside the meeting really knew about. But based on Terbeek’s 10
January 1994 letter it is clear that he had some information about our activities in
Saranac Lake. [n retrospect Mr. Terbeek’s information about our efforts in Saranac
Lake most probably came by way of Ms. Margaret Savage of St. Joseph's Outpatient
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Rehabilitation Program and Alcoholics Anonymous. Ms. Margaret Savage of St.
Joseph's Qutpatient Rehabilitation Program are located in Saranac Lake.

In any case, we did not simply yield to the defamation in Essex County; on 30
January 1994 we sent a letter to Mr. Robert Schiller, Principal of Lake Placid High
School (See Folder #6 in Demand for Documents).

We did continue to work in the Lake Placid community. We conducted meetings
in Lake Placid every Monday night for the Lake Placid young people who had come
through the program. The meeting was held at a prominent location in the village at St.
Agnus School, a Roman Catholic School located just off the business section in the
center of the village. Every Monday night for eight months we drove two and a half
hours to Lake Placid; held the meeting; went to Burger King after the meeting with the
young people and drove two and a half hours home. Finally, based on the continuing
defamation from local AA and the attendant lack of growth, the economics of this
sojourn became too burdensome to continue, the meeting was discountinued.
Alcoholics Anonymous and its local leader Phil Thayer had won - the kids had lost.
Shortly thereafter | received the following letter from a dedicated 15 year old girl; |
helieve it needs no explanation.

Dear Jerry

I feel excluded from modern AA groups in Lake Placid. don 't feel comfortable going to
these meeting because [ grew up around some of the key figures in these meetings. Phil Thayer
is one of those figures. I've known Mr. Thayer since [ was about 4 years old, His family and my
family used to be friends. We all used to go to his church. When we stopped going his wife (the
Sunday school teacher) rold one of my friends that [ was a bad influence on her and for her to be
careful not to ler mz lead her astray. Needless to say that made me feel uncomfortable. I'm
afraid that if [ were to go to a Lake Placid A4 meeting [ would be discriminated against for m)
belief in recovery. 1 guess Mr. Thayer doesn 't have an understanding of the meaning of
recovery.

My personal opinion is that he started trouble for the Old Fashioned group meeting up
there. | bracketed not part of the letter - the " Old Fashioned group meeting” was the name of
our Monday Night meeting in Lake Placid [ I feel that he doesn’t have any right to do this
because the group has only helped me to come to a belief in « higher power which has restored
me to sanity and also a better way of life. We ve never started any problems for their meetings
so { wish the discrimination would end. Obviously somethings wrong herc because everyone
should feel comforiable about an A4 meeting yet Idon't and [ 've always felt fine at every other
meeting. So why cun't [ feel comfortable at this one? [ bracketed not part of the letier - "this
one” refers to Phil Thaver's modern AA meeting in Lake Placid |

AM

(Note: This 15 year old girl did try to go to modern A4 meetings in the Lake Placid area only to
be chastised for her belief that she could recover. A few months later desperate and lonely she
refoined her drinking and drugging friends. She has been using ever since.)
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Mr. Thayer and Alcoholics Anonymous'’s defamation was too great to overcome,
and we never heard from Lake Placid School District again. Another member of
Alcoholics Anonymous, Ms. Margaret Savage, Director of St. Joseph's Qutpatient
Rehabilitation Program located in Saranac Lake, New York was also a party to the
defamatory steries that The Hagaman Guest House was a cult and that we promoted
the concept that alcoholics can continue to drink and drug.

Saranac Lake Project: We had also started promoting the Saranac Lake
Project which had been patterned after the Lake Placid Project. By April 1994 this
program had been damaged beyond repair by Ms. Margaret Savage of St. Joseph's
Qutpatient Rehabilitation Program and Alcoholics Anonymous, and by Mr. Orman
“Chip" Bomyea, Director of North Star Substance Abuse Services, and who is believed
to be either a member of Alcoholics Anonymous or affiliated with Alcoholics

Anonymous.

In a conversation with Mr. Bomyea following our presentation of The Saranac
Lake Project to Saranac Lake High School's “mini-staff,” Mr. Bomyea informed me that
he was sent to our meeting by New York State's Office of Alcoholism and Substance
Abuse Services to inform Saranac Lake High School that The Hagaman Guest House
and Jerry Brown were under investigation by OASAS. We told Mr. Bomyea that we had
recently spoken with cofficials at OASAS and were certain that there was no
investigation. Our not knowing about the investigation, according to Mr. Bomyea, was
because OASAS was not required to tell organizations that they are being invesiigated.

Additionally, at about this time, | had a meeting with Ms. Savage. She told me in
the meeting that she considered The Hagaman Guest House a cult and she disagreed
with our advocating that it is all right for alcoholic teenagers to drink and that she knew
that The Hagaman Guest House was under an investigation by OCASAS. Although |
explained to Ms. Savage that we were not a cult and that we did not advocate drinking
alcohol for anyone at any age, she asserted that she was right and the allegations were
true. In that the meeting was to discuss The Lake Placid Project and the Saranac Lake
Project, and inasmuch as Ms. Savage and Mr. Thayer were (are) both members of
Alcoholics Anonymous, and considering Ms. Savage was promoting the same
defamatory information as Mr. Thayer, and considering that Ms. Savage knew Mr. Jerry
Goldman, Principal of Saranac Lake High Schoeol, it is believed that Ms. Savage
conveyed her defamatory beliefs about The Hagaman Guest House to Mr. Goldman as
her Alcoholics Anonymous counterpart had done in Lake Placid.

Because of Ms. Savage’s defamatory allegations, | authored a letter to her boss,
Reverend Art Johnson, Director of St. Joseph's Rehabilitation Program located in
Saranac Lake, New York. According to Ms. Adrienne Ratigan, an employee of St.
Joseph's Rehabilitation Program, at the time, Ms. Savage was discharged from her
position of Director of the St. Joseph's Rehabilitation Outpatient Program shorily after
Art Johnson received my letter. lt is reasonable to speculate my letter played at least
some role in Ms. Savage's dismissal and that her dismissal may be further evidence
that our claims of defamation were correct.
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Nevertheless and as we did in Lake Placid, | authored one final letter in hopes of
saving the project. Although we knew that Mr. Goldman'’s reasons for dropping the
project were red herrings, on Aprii 28, 1994(SEE FOLDER # 6 in the Plaintiff's
response to defendant’'s Demand for Documents) we answered all of his stated
concerns. Although we believed that we addressed all of Saranac Lake High School's
concerns, we never heard from them again and were unable to schedule another
meeting with Mr. Goldman. The loss of both The Lake Placid Project and The Saranac
Lake Project was a terrible financial blow.

We continued to try to maintain a presence in the Lake Placid and Saranac Lake
market. Qur efforts were futile. Alcoholics Anonymous's influence and defamation of
our companies were so pervasive, we were unable to even hold on to the market share
we already had. Prior to the defamation and without the Lake Placid Project or the
Saranac Lake Project, we had been highly successful in this market. We entered the
Lake Placid and Saranac Lake market in 1892 and experienced a 700% growth in the
first year. While we did not expect that that growth rate could be maintained, out of the
nearly 400 students with drug and alcohol problems in that market, we forecasted that
we could win and hold 7.5 % of the total market. This estimate can be substantiated by
the response we received from the students of Lake Flacid High School following our
presentation at a student assembly program. Following the student assembly program
thirty students visited our private room during the course of that day asking for help with
their drug and alcohol problems. t is probable that we would have received the same
response had we been allowed to conduct the same student assembly program at
Saranac Lake High School. Thus, and based on these conservative forecasts, in Lake
Placid in 1894, 1985, 1996, 1997, 1988, 1998, 2000, 2001, 2002 and 2003, we lost
$48.000, $56,000, $60,000, $60,000, $84,000, $84,000, $84,000, $84,000, $84,000,
and $84,000, respectively. The total loss for the period, ten years, without inflation is
$728.000. itis a reasonable, then, that we would have done equally as well in the
Saranac Lake market which would make the total loss for the Lake Placid Project and
the Saranac Lake Project approximately $1.5 million doliars.

Initial Public Offering: In July of 1993 we began working with Gradin
Equities, Inc. of Encino, CA. By early August 1993 we had agreed to a plan proposed
by Gradin Equities, Inc. to pariicipate in an IPO to raise $50,000 with three levels of
warrants that would bring the entire offering to $1,050,000. Gradin Equities, Inc. has
had a track record of successful offerings and came to us highly recommended by a
local CPA firm. During the months of September, October and November 1993 we
began putting together the information for the prospectus.

During that same time we were working on the Lake Placid Project. The timing
could not have been better. Our IPO would be out right after the first of the year, right
after coming off a highly successful project in Lake Placid. And, with another
successful project in Saranac Lake immediately following Lake Placid, the profile of our
offering would be excellent. Tragically, by the end of October we began hearing about
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the defamatory stories emanating from Alcoholics Anonymous and those associated
with Alcohclics Anonymous. While none of the stories were true, it stopped our IPO
dead. Stories such as The Hagaman Guest House being a “cult,” could not be left out
of the disclosure required for a public offering. It became a "no win” situation. If we did
not disclose the allegations, we would be fraudulently representing our stock sale. And,
if we did disclose the allegations there would be no buyers. Based on 5 year projections
with $500,000 paid in capital the first year, The Hagaman Guest House would have a
value per share of approximately $7.00 per share (calculated on 1,000,000 shares and
10 X earnings). However during that same five years the market has performed so well
that the price per share could have easily been twice that amount giving The Hagaman
Guest House a value of $10,000,000 to $14,000,000. This analysis is based on only
developing the property that was already occupied by The Hagaman Guest House and
the availability of $500,000. The public sale with warrants was for $1,050,000 with
plans for multiple facilities. Thus, damages could be as great as $20,000,000 to
$28,000,000.

Nevertheless, we had to postpone doing anything on the IPO to let the air clear.
But it did not. By April 1984 we had lost the Saranac Lake Project to the same
defamatory claims by Alcoholics Anonymous. To make matters worse New York
State's Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services took an active role in the
defaming of the Saranac Lake Project, Baldwin Research, Inc., and The Hagaman
Guest House. It is known that many members of Alcoholics Anenymous are employed
by New York State's Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services. By the
summer of 1984 we were forced to stop all marketing in the Lake Placid and Saranac
Lake markets, and we had to abandon the IPO plan with Gradin Equities, Inc.
Disclosure requirements about Lake Placid, Saranac Lake, and the allegations of “cult”
and ‘“investigations” would have killed the offering before it ever got out the door.
Moreover, Gradin Eqguities, Inc. would not have accepted a deal with such negative
disclosures. We never told Gradin Equities, inc. about the defamation; we simply satd
we were not ready to go ahead with the deal. Our procrastination eventually caused
Gradin Equities, Inc. to fade away. Even today the reason we have not done an IPO is
because of the SEC disclosure requirements about the previous and current
defamation of our businesses by Alcoholics Anonymous.

While the losses in Lake Placid and Saranac Lake were extensive, this was not
the only place Alcoholics Anonymous was at work to systematically defame and
damage our businesses. Alcoholics Anonymous is pervasive, having members In
literally all branches of government and major corporations throughout the United
States. After being a member of Alcoholics Anonymous for nearly 20 years, it is clear
that members of Alcoholics Anonymous use their positions in a variety of ways to help
or lo do what is perceived to help Alcoholics Anonymous. For example, Alcoholics
Anonymous arranged to have a member who works for the New York State Attorney
Generai's Office call a fellow and intimidate this fellow not to persist in his effort to have
a member of Alcocholics Anonymeus charged for viotating federal statutes that regulate
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Confidentiality of Alcohol and Drug Abuse Patient Records. [Specific information of this
violation of federal statute described in detail in response to #/35.b) of the Defendant’s
DEMAND FOR INTERROGATORIES.]

We first encountered Alcoholics Anonymous’ far reaching sphere of control when
we received a letter from William T. Tyrrell, Assistant Director of Standards and
Certification for New York State's Division of Alcoholism and Aicohol Abuse (later
became the “New York State Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services”).
According to Ms. Pat Mitchell, William Tyrrell is or was a member of Alcoholics
Anonymous. Further, Ms. Mitchell, is an ex-employee of New York State's Division of
Alcoholism and Alcoho! Abuse and she contends that many of the employees are
members or ex-members of Alcoholics Anonymous. Thus, it is probable that at least
one and perhaps all those that are copied on Mr. Tyrrell's letter of April 26, 1991 were
or are members of Alcoholics Anonymous. Mr. Tyrrell wrote:

Dear AMr. Brown,

Section 31.02 of the Mental Hygiene Law prohibits providers of alcoholism services from
engaging in such services without an operating certificate issued by this Division. We have
recently received an incomplete copy of a marketing plan for the Baldwin Group or the Baldwin
Research Group (the report is lacking any organizational information) which indicates the
Baldwin Group is providing alcoholism services but it has not been issued an operating
certificate by this Division.

Under some circumstances, alcoholism services do not require an operating certificate,
but it is necessary that we determine whether an exception applies fo the Buldwin group or the
Research Group or hoth. Therefore, please complete the attached form for each organization or
provide to the officiuls of those organizations and refurn them to me within 14 days. Please be
sure to include the legal incorporation or partnership papers and promotional literature, if any,
as requested. If you do not have brochures for distribution to the general public, please include a
careful narrative description of the organizational and programmatic nature of the alcoholism
services you provide. Ve look forward to your cooperation in this matter. If you have any
questions, please cantact me.

Sincerely,

William T. Tyrell

Assistant Director

Standards and Certification
cc. W. Barnette

L. Freeman
J Cadalso
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While Mr. Tyrrell's letter of April 26, 1991 may have been a “standard” inquiry by
the Division of Alcoholism and Alcohol Abuse, it was surprising to us that the Division
even knew that we existed: we were not incorporated or organized in any way. | nad
merely published a research paper and was considering providing that information to
people who were interested in helping alcoholics and drug addicts recover from drug
and aicohol problems. | responded to Mr. Tyrrell's inquiry on May 13, 1991:

Dear Willtam,

The Baldwin Group is not a business; nor is the Baldwin Research Project a business. [
am not a spokesman for the Baldwin Group, however, because of my extensive background in
conducting research projects and writing research papers, it was my honor to author the
research paper and business plan for the Baldwin Retreat Program. The Baldwin Retreat
Program development resulted from the Baldwin Research Project of 1990 which discovered a
method by which alcoholics and drug addicts have a 70%, or better, chance of recovery....

As of this writing no refreat program is being conducted. However, alcoholics and/or
drug addicts who may want to purchase the results of the Baldwin Research Profect, this
information may be reorganized and made available at some later date for a yet to be
determined price. Also in conjunction with the possible sale of the information some individuals
in the group may teach educational sessions for an hourly consulting fee. The text used in these
educational sessions have been developed as a result of the Baldwin Research Project, most of
which is proprietary to the Baldwin Group.

Should the Baldwin Group decide to open a Retreat House at some time in the future the
retreat house would conform to all applicable rules, laws, and regulations set forth by local,
state, and federal government for conducting the business of a guest house.

You can be assured that should the Baldwin Group embark on stch an enterprise it will
not engage in any activities which require state licensing or any other stuate approvais.

Thank you jor your interest in the Baldwin Group. Should you have any other questions
please contact me 393-877), and untif then, { send,

Best regard,

Crerald J. Brown

[The previous letter was reconstructed from notes made during the preparation of
the letter and is not presented as the exact letter sent to Mr. Tyrrell. The

business plan section, if there was such a thing, was not with the notes for the
letter and therefore is not presented herein, The actual letter should be on file
with the New York State’s Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services.|

For the next twenty months we worked on locating a suitable property for a guest
house. In February 1992 we located and moved into the building that would become
The Hagaman Guest House.
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Prior to moving into the facility we contacted the New York State Department of
Health and asked that they inspect the property and provide us with the necessary
information to open the house as a guest house. We had two meetings with Mr. Robert
Maguire, Sr. Public Health Sanitarian for the New York State Department of Health: one
on January 27, 1992 and a second on February 6, 1992. The foilowing letter
summarizes the resuit of Mr. Maguire's visits:

March |2 1997

Mr. Jerry Brown
123 Saratoga Road Suite 304
Scotia, NY 12302

Proposed Temporary Residence/ Bed

and Breakfast operation Formerly
Nealon Rest Home Hagaman (V) Mont. Co.

Dear Mr. Brown:

On January 27, 1992, I made a pre-operating inspection of the subject facility which is located
ar 14 Church streer, Hugaman (V), Montgomery County for the purpose of defermining whether
the building would meet the requirements of subpart 7-1 of the state sanitary code to be operated
as a Bed and Breakfast type temporary residence. At that time [ provided you with Subparts 7-1
and 14-1 of the State Sanitary Code, Fire Safety Plan Guidelines, a one year supply of Fire
Safery operation Report Forms, Safe Food Service Guidelines. Temporary Residence Permit
Applications and a Temporary Residence Registration Fee Schedule.

You indicated thar initially only the first floor of the building is proposed for use, since the
sleeping capacity of the first floor is rated for 9 people, it would not be necessary to make
application to this affice for a permit to operate a temporary residence. As per section 7-1.2 {a)
of the State Sanitary Code, the requirement of Subpart 7-1 only apply to a remporary residence
occupied by or maintained for occupancy by 10 or more people. However, you indicated that
eventually the second floor will be renovated and opened up as part of the Bed and Breakfast
operation. Prior to vccupancy of the second floor, the building must be brought into compliance
with the requirements of Subpart 7-1 of the State Sanitary Code which would include making
application for and, in turn, receiving a temporary residence operating permit.

Renovations of the building must be completed in accordance with the NYS Uniform Fire
Prevention and Building Code and prior to the sleeping capacity of the building exceedingl0
people, the provisions of subpart 7-1 of the State Sanitary Code must be met. During my survey,
there were several issues that may have to be addressed such as proposed use of existing
fireplaces, the installation of acceptable smoke detectors in sleeping rooms, acceptable smoke
detectors in sleeping rooms, the enclosure of stairways, and/or sealing of unnecessary horizontal
or vertical opening and the required enclosure of the heating system located in the basement .
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As you requested, | have enclosed for your reference excerpts from the NYS Uniform Fire
Prevention and Building Code, "generally accepted standards” regarding building material and
method of construction that would allow you to ebtain the necessary fire resistance rating for
enclosure of stairways, vertical/horizontal openings, and/or heating equipment.

Subsequent to our January 27, 1992, meeting on February 6, 1992, [ returned to collect
bacteriological and chemical water samples from the drilled well water system serving the
subject facility. There is a water softening unit located in the basement of the building, however,
it is not currently being used. The enclosed water sample results indicate that bacteriologically
the water was of a safe sanitary quality at the time of sampling. Chemically, the water was
physically desirable and the constituents tested were with the prescribed limits for NYS drinking
water guidelines except for the water is in the zone of carbonate deposition, i. e., hard water.

You should be certain that before beginning operation as a Bed and Breakfast the facifity will
meet all applicable state, local and municipal laws, ordinances, codes, ruies and regulations.
Should you have any questions regarding my sanitary survey, the information [ provided you at
the time of our mecting, this transmittal or related matters, please feel free to contact our gffice
agan.

Very truly yours,

ROBERT EMAGUIRE
Sr. Public Health sanitation

Rem/jn
Enc.

cc: Mr. Carl Kiruger
Code Enforcement Officer /Hagaman (V)
Scenic Drive
Hagaman, NY 12086

Consistent with my letter May 13, 1991 to Mr. Tyrreil of Alcoholics Anonymous
and New York State's Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services, we
contacted the New York State Department of Health to assure that the Retreat House
[known as a “guest house”] would conform to all applicable rules, laws and regulations

set forth by local, state and federal government for conducting the business of a guest
house.”

Because we anticipated some resistance from what ever community we moved
into, we had a well defined plan for handling such resistance. It is important to note that
the community resistance which was initially based on alleged zoning and building code
violations was substantially different than the defamation by Alcoholics Anonymous
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which always included the words “cult” and “investigation” and allegations of
wrongdoing involving children. Additionally, the initial community resistance was not
particularly harmful inasmuch as we were prepared for it. However, we were not
prepared for the village, county, and state governments joining forces to “close the
home down” {meaning The Hagaman Guest House].

During the public discussions with the village officials, The Recorder reported
June 17, 1992 that: “...some claiming that it [meaning The Hagaman Guest House] is a
drug rehabilitation house ..." and “... Major [mayor of the Village of Hagaman] asked it
Brown still was planning on turning the building [meaning “The Hagaman Guest House']
into a bed and breakfast, the unidentified man said no, it was a rehabilitation house for
drug users and alcoholics.” Even though | clearly stated in the same ariicle that our
business was to be a bed and breakfast, exactly what | had told Mr. Tyrrell of Alcoholics
Anonymous and New York State's Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services
in my letter of May 31, 1991, | received a second letter from Mr. Tyrrell dated February
17, 1883 which stated:

Mr. Gerald Brown
Hagaman Reirear HHouse
14 Church St.

Hagaman, NY 12056

Dear Mr. Brown,

As 1 informed you in correspondence in April 1, 1991, Section 31.02 of the New York
State Mental Hygiene Law prohibits any person or organization from providing alcoholism
services without an operating certificate from this agency. In addition, thut section prohibits
operating a residential facility or institution for the care, custody, or treatment of any person
suffering from alcoholism or alcohol abuse or other mental disability without an operating
certificate. Section 19.21(a) of the law further requires that anyone who purports to provide
alcoholism services must obtain the approval of this Office. We have been provided newspaper
articles which describe the Hagaman Retreat House as a "haifway house” or "rehabilitation
home" for recovering alcoholic and drug abusing persons.

In 1991, you reported that neither you nor your organization was providing any services
at all and stated, "Should the Baldwin Group decide to open a Retreat House at some time in the
Suture the Retreat House would conform to all applicable rules, laws and regulations set forth by
local, state and federal government for conducting the business of a guest house.” Based on the
newspaper reports, there is reason to inquire as to the current accuracy of the latter statement.

Therefore, please complete the attached form and return it to me within 14 days regarding the
activities being conducted at the location in the address above. Please be sure to include the
legal incorporation or partnership papers and promotional literature, if any has been developed.
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It would also be helpful if you include a careful narrative description of the entire organization
and the services it currently provides.

We look forward to your cooperation in this matter. If you have any questions, please contact
me.

Sincerely,

William T. Tyrrell
Assistant Director

Standards and Certification

cc. Neil C. Grogin, Edward Freeman, Patrick Liverio

There are several telling things about this letter. First it is inexplicable that Mr.
Tyrrell waited to take action on a newspaper article that was published eight months
earlier. It is not probable that Mr. Tyrrell, through happenstance, found a copy of the
article eight months after it was published. What is probable is that, Ms. Sherry Gillette
of Alcoholics Anonymous and a friend of Mr. Tyrrell (or another local Amsterdam
member of Alcohalics Anonymous), gave Mr. Tyrrell a copy of the newspaper article
during January or February of 1893. The reason we suspect that Ms. Gillette had some
hand in convincing Mr. Tyrrell to use his position in New York State's Office of
Alcocholism and Substance Abuse Services to harass The Hagaman Guest House 1s
that it became clear that Ms. Gillette, and perhaps St. Mary's Hospital did not want
competition in their heretofore captured market. Eighty percent of all Alcoholics
Anonymous meetings in Amsterdam are held in facilities operated by St. Mary's
Hospita!, and St. Mary’s rehabilitation was the only program for recovery from drug and
alcoho!l probiems in the Montgomery County market prior to the opening of The
Hagaman Guest House.

The reasons we claim that Mr. Tyrrell's letter is harassing are two: First, in the
same newspaper article that he cites as his reason to inquire about our current
activities, | am quoted as saying that we are opening a bed and breakfast, which Is
exactly consistent with my plans expressed in my May 31, 1891 letter to Mr. Tyrrell.
Second, Mr. Tyrrell chose to ignore my consistency and implied that | was lying. He
writes: “Should the Baldwin Group decide to open a Retreat House at some time in the
future the Retreat House would conform to all applicable rules, laws and reguiations set
forth by local, state and federal government for conducting the business of a guest
house." Based on the newspaper reports, there is reason to inquire as to the current
accuracy of the [atter statement. |t would appear that Mr. Tyrrell acted on the
testimony of "some” [meaning “some people™ and "an unidentified man” in the eight
month old newspaper report rather than my publicly stated plan for starting a bed and
breakfast. Obviously, the newspaper article was nothing more than a contrived reason
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for beginning a harassment and defamation campaign against our business in collusion
with county and village government. And, the presence of collusion between Ms.
Sherry Gillette, of Alcoholics Anonymous and Director of St. Mary's Rehabilitation and
Treatment Program and Mr. William Tyrreli, of Alcoholics Anonymous and Assistant
Director of New York State's Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services is
given even more credibility by the fact that, at that time reports from some employees of
St. Mary’s Rehabilitation and Treatment Program indicated that Ms. Gillette and other
members of Alcohotlics Anonymous in Montgomery County had begun an active
campaign to defame our businesses. Nevertheless on March 5, 1993, | responded to

Mr. Tyrrell;

Mr. William T. Tyrrell

Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services
194 Washington Avenue

Albany, New York 12210

Dear Bill

Thank-you for the clarification on the telephone on February 23, 1993, The clarification
was helpful, in thai your letters of April 26, 1991 and February 17, 1993 seemed ominous, what
with the references to law, implied allegations, and deadlines for a response.

[ have reviewed the form you sent, and as was the case in 1991, 1 am unable to fill in the
information. We are not a treatment facility; we are a guest house. Everyone is welcome to stay
at the guest house. The guest house operation provides only those services that would be
normally provided by any other boarding house, bed and breakfast, or guest house

For example, The Hagaman Guest House offers the same services the Schenectady
YMCA offers except our rooms are clean and cheery, and we provide a homelike atmosphere. In
contrast to the Schenectady YMCA, The Hagaman Guest House offers its guests the “run-of-the-
house, " including kitchen facilities, magnificent living rooms, televisions with VCR's, study
areas, and free laundry facility. Moreover, The Hagaman Guest House guests get all these
extras for just $4.27 more per day than Schenectady YMCA's cheapest weekly rate.

There are four reasons I use the Schenectady YMCA as means of understanding The
Hagaman Guest House operation. First, The Hagaman Guest House, like the YMCA, will rent
rooms to anyone. Sccond, The Hagaman Guest House guests, like the YMCA guests, have a high
incident rate of alcohol and other drug related problems. In fact, like the YMCA, The Hagaman
Guest House caters to that market. Third, The Hagaman Guest House, like the YMCA, is an
unsupervised and unrestricted environment. And fourth, The Hagaman Guest House, like the
YMCA, does not care for, have custody of, or reat any person suffering from alcoholism or
alcohol abuse or orher drug abuse or other mental disability. Unlike the Schenectady YMCA,
The Hugaman Guest House is a drug free facility.
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As another example of a comparable operation with The Hagaman Guest House, [ direct
your attention to The Rock Motel in Amsterdum, New York. The Hagaman Guest House, like The
Rock Motel will rent rooms to anyone, has a high incident rate of alcohol und other drug related
problems in its guest population, caters fo the substance abuser market, is an unsupervised and

unrestricted environment, and does not care for, have custody of, or treat any person suffering
from alcoholism or alcohol abuse or other drug abuse or other mental disability. Unlixe The

Rock Motel, The Hagaman Guest House is a drug free facilitv. The Hagaman Guest House is
$4.99 less expensive per day than the cheapest rate offered by The Rock Motel.

Our understanding is, neither the Schenectady YMCA nor The Rock Motel have operating
certificates issued hy the Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services. Further, we have
firsthand knowledge of programs that have operating certificates from the Office of Alcoholism
and Substance Abuse Services and that regularly, but unofficially, place persons coming out of
such programs in the Schenectady YMCA and The Rock Motel. Many guests come to The
Hagaman Guest House afier participating in o treafiment program elsewhere.

Now then, addressing the newspaper articles you refer to in your letter of February 17,
1993, You state vou “have been provided newspaper articles which describe the Hagaman
Retreat House as a “halfway house” or “rehabilitation home for recovering alcoholic and drug
. abusing persons.” On Wednesday, 17 June 1992, The Recorder, an Amsterdam, New York

newspaper, reporicd.

*some cluiming that it [meaning The Hagaman Guest House[ iy u drug rehabilitation
house and...”

“..asked if Brown still was planning on turning the building [meaning The Hagaman
Guest House] into a bed and breakfust, the unidentified man said no, it was a rehabilitation
house for drug users and alcoholics.”

It is of more than passing interest to note WHQO, according to this newspaper account, is
making the allegations that The Hagaman Guest House is “a drug rehabilitation house.” The
two experts making the allegations in this newspaper article are “some” and “the unidentified

!

N,

You stated in your letter, "Based on the newspaper reports, there is reqson 1o inquire as
fo the current accuracy of the latter statement.” The latter statement 1o which you refer was a
statement made by me in my letter to you back in April of 1991 where I suid, “Should the
Baldwin Group decide to open a retreat house at some time in the future the retreat house would
conform to all applicable rules, laws and regulations set forth by local, stare and federal
government for conducting the business of a guest house.”
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In contrast to the nameless characters in the newspaper whose comments you say are the

reason your organization wants us o respond to its request for private information about us
within 4 days, 1 clearly stated in the same newspaper article what our business was 1o be, and
when we intended io begin. In the aforementioned article it reporied, " Brown said that he has
been cooperative with village officials, and said the house will remain a private residence until
he begins the process of operning a bed and breakfast in the fall.”

To further clarify our plans and activities, please consider the following:

In my letter to you of April 1991, 1 stated we would “...conform to all applicable
rules, laws and regulations set forth by local, state and federal government for
conducting the business of a guest house.” Based on the statement, clearly, we did not
intend to sturt a “halfway house,” "therapeutic community, " "rehabilitation home,” or
any other form of treatment for alcohol or other types of drug abuse. Isaid, if we were t0
start a business it would be a GUEST HOUSE. And, at that time, I said, if we started a
quest house we would conform to all applicable laws governing guest house operation.

When [ first contacted the Village of Hagaman in February 1992 I informed them
we were going 10 open a bed and breakfast. Please take note that the State of New York,
Departmen: of Health, considers the terms “'boarding house,” "guest house, " and "bed
and breakfust” the same type of business, that is, a “temporary residence.”

At a meeting with the Hagaman Village Board and Village Attorney ar 10:30am
on Wednesduy, 3 June 1992, [ reiterated that The Hagaman Guest House was to be a bed
and breakfust. At that time the Village Attorney said « boarding house and a bed and
breakfast were not the same rhing. [ told them it did not matter 10 us what they wanted to
call The Hagaman Guest House; in fact, it was to be a temporary residence.

In an interview on June 16, 1992, I told David Stearns, the reporter for The
Record, The Hagaman Guest House was to be a bed and breakfast.

On June 18 1992, Fran Bogardus, a reporter for The Duily Gazette accurarely
reported:

“...Brown, 31} said Tuesday he doesn 't plan 1o set up a halfway house or rehabilitation
center because they don’t work. But he wants to open a bed and breakfast this fall that
will generate money he needs to continue his research on recovery for alcoholics and
drug addicis.”

Today, on 5 March 1993, I am informing you and the Office of Alcoholism and
Substance Abuse Services, The Hagaman Guest House is a boarding house, or a bed and
breakfast, or a rooming house, or whatever else may be considered ds a temporary
residence., The Hagaman Guest House is not only a temporary residence insofar as the
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. Jetter of the law that provides for such enterprises, it is a temporary residence with
respect to the spirit of the law as well. [ am prepared to give your office a sworn
statement that we provide no treatment, no counseling of any kind, no advice, no
guidance, no monitoring of activities, no recommendations, no medical treatment nor any
other activities that could possibly be construed as treatment for alcoholics, problem
drinkers, and drug addicts.

For nearly two years we have consistently and repeatedly stated we have no interest in
starting halfway houses, therapeutic communities, rehabilitation houses. three-quarter houses,
or any other type of treatment facility. Our plan is simply to open a guest house. Who cones {0
the guest house is only the business of those who may come. i is reasonuble to assume that
some, many, or all of the guests of The Hagaman Guest House could be alcoholics, drug addicts,
golfers, gamblers, computer scientists, teachers, lawyers, doctors, etc. Whatever they may be, it
is their right to be whatever they are without the State of New York knowing where they are and
what they may be doing, so long as the activities they may be involved in are not illegal.

Although, you did not specifically ask about the Tri-Key™ Group. Inc.’s Tri-Key™
Program of recovery, the Tri-Key™ Program is a spiritually based educational program that
teaches spiritual principles by which to live one's life. All the books we use in our program are
available to the public. The texis we use can be obtained at many public libraries through-out
the State of New York. The Tri-Key™ Group. Inc. has obtained permission from the publishers
of the books we usc in the Tri-Key™ Program to use all of their published materials.

The Tri-Kev™ Program is a spiritual program for recovery from alcoholism, drug
addictions, over-eating, gambling, most any and all compulsive behavior, or the program may be
attended just to improve an unhappy life or improve upon an already happy life.

Today many alcohol and substance abuse counselors and other professions equate the
word “program’ to “treatment.” The fact that we call our spiritual program of recovery d
“program” does noi mean nor is it implied to mean “treatment.” Please consider the following
wse of the word “program’” in the book entitied Alcoholics Anonymous, 1976 Third Edition,
Jorty-fourth printing, 1992.

On the fly leaf of the book it states, “...that muny more may be led toward
recovery by reading its explanation of the A.A. program and its personal evidence that

the A.A. program works. ™

In the Preface, page X1, it stutes, “Therefore, the first portion of this volume,
describing the A A. recovery program, has been left untouched... ”

In the Foreword to the Third Edition, page XX{1, it states, "The basic principles
of the A.A. program, it appears, hold good for many different lifestyles, just as_the
. nrogram has brought recovery... ... The Twelve Steps that summarize the program. ..

1!
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In the Second Chapter, page 19, it states, "This should suggest a useful program
for anyone concerned with a drinking problem.”

And in Chapter Five, page 38. it states, “Those who do not recover are people
who cannot or will not completely give themselves to this simple program, usually men
and women who are constitutionally incapable of being hone with themselves. ” And,
again on puge 59, “Here are the steps we took, which are suggested as a program of
recovery....

Over and over again, throughout the hook, Alcoholics Anonymous refers to itself as a
“program.” It is stated and understood that the A.A. “program” is a program to recover from
alcoholism and problem drinking. To exactly the same extent Alconolics Anonymous is a
program to recover from alcoholism and drinking problems, the Tri-Key™ Program is a
program o recover from alcoholism and drinking problems.

Specifically. the only texts used in the Tri-Key™ Program are Alcolwlics Anonymous and
The Baldwin Research Project of 1990. Alcoholics Anonymous is available to anyone who
would choose to pay the price of the book. The Baldwin Research Project of 1990 is available to
anyone who would request the same from the Tri-Key™ Research Institute. We leach nothing,
discuss nothing, present nothing that is not already available to our guests from other public
sources - public sources are not regulated or authorized 1o operale by any agency, department,
office, or other government entity of the State of New York or of the Federal Government.

Inasmuch as the information being presented in the Tri-Key™ Program is available from
other public sources that are not required to secure an operating certificaie from the Office of
Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services, it is appropriate then that the Tri-Key™ Group, Inc.
also not be required to secure an operating certificate from the Office of Alcoholism and

Substance Abuse Scivices.

You did not usk about the Tri-Key™ Research Institute. The Tri-Key™ Research
Institute is a not-for-profit research institute that has been issued a Certificate of Incorporation
by the State of New York and has been approved to do research by the New York State Board of

Education.

In summary then, The Hagaman Guest House is just that, a guest house. The Tri-Key™
Program is a program based on achieving happiness through understanding the need for the
leveling of pride, an honest self-appraisal, the confessing of our shortcomings and acceptance of
God into our lives. The Tri-Key™ Research Institute conducts research that includes, among
other studies, the efiects of a spiritual conversion with respect to recovery from alcoholism and

other forms of drusg: addictions.
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[ have included information sheets for each one of our programs and corporations.
Additionally, I have enclosed a copy of The Baldwin Research Project of 1990 for your review.
Should you have any additional quesiions, please give me a call. Until then, [ send,

Best regards,
(rerald J. Brown

Because of subsequent defamation by New York State's Office of Alcoholism
and Substance Abuse Services it is vital that it be understood the ievel of detail we
provided Mr. Tyrrell with respect to our program. (See The Baldwin Research Project of
1990 in Folder “7", Demand for Documents)

Despite our comprehensive response to Mr. Tyrrell's request for information, the
New York State's Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services continued to
defame and harass our companies and me, personally.

By the time this action was commenced such defamatory statements were
commonplace in Alcoholics Anonymous throughout Saratoga, Schenectady, and
Schoharie Counties. The most frequently heard defamation at that time was that we
were a “cult,” that we were an organization of “white supremacists,” and that we were
“‘gay,” homosexuals. The defamation against me, personally, the Baldwin House and
subsequently Baldwin Research and The Hagaman Guest House started in Aicoholics
Anonymous and continued to be disseminated through Alcoholics Anonymous. For the
entire time, minimally two themes were and are prevalent: (1) cult or cultlike (i.e. white
supremacists) and (2) sexual misconduct (while it is not our belief that homosexuality 1s
sexual misconduct, the bigoted defamaticon that we were gay was intended to suggest
that we were involved in some sexual deviant practices.). Many of these defaming
statements were attributable to Mr. Angelo Napolitano, who at that time and probably
still is, an officer in Alcoholics Anonymous. Certainly Ms. Sherry Gillette of Alcoholics
Anonymous and Director of St. Mary’s Rehabilitation and Treatment Program is either a
friend of or an acquaintance of Mr. Napclitanc., Moreover, it is highly likely that Mr.
Napolitano knew a number of Alcoholics Anonymous members that worked for New
York State's Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services,

At this time, however, we were certain that the defamation and harassment by
the village, county and state emanated from Alcoholics Anonymous. Prior to this time
the village and county agencies had made no reference to “cult” or sexual misconduct
involving children. Additionally, there were a number of members of Alcoholics
Anonymous who were public officials and who could have promoted the defamation:
Mr. Bill Tyrrell of Alccholics Anonymous and New York State's Office of Alcoholism and
Substance Abuse Services, or Mr. Raymond Conte, of Alcoholics Anonymous and an
investigator for New York State's Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services,
or Ms. Sherry Gillette of Alccholics Anonymous and Director of St. Mary's Rehabilitation
and Treatment Program, member of the Montgomery Community Services Board and
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who operates the only rehabilitation program in Montgomery County. Moreover, the
connection amoeng these conspirators is further confirmed by the April 5, 1983 report In
The Recorder. Up to this point New York State's Office of Alcoholism and Substance
Abuse Services and its employee members of Alcoholics Ancnymous remained in the
background. But now that the local government assault on our businesses had failed to
shut our operations down, New York State's Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse

Services became vocal publicly.

On Aprit 5, 1993, The Recorder, Amsterdam, New York's primary newspaper,
reported the following: “His [meaning “Jerry Brown’s] program is being reviewed by the state
Division of Alcoho! and Substance Abuse, which is trying to determine if Brown should apply for
a permit to operate the home,

‘We 're in the process of deciding if they need a license to operate the home, ™ said
Richard Chady, a spokesperson for the departiment. ""We have some correspondence from then
and we 're evaluating it now.”

Mr. Richard Chady is a member of Alcoholics Anonymous. As a spokesperson
for a government agency, Mr. Chady must know that inquiries by the press as to the
status of an “in progress” investigation as to whether or not we needed to be licensed
must not be responded to. Specifically, Mr. Chady’s response, by design, left open the
possibility that we may need a license from them to conduct our business.

It would have been egually accurate for Mr. Chady to respond: "To the same
extent that we review all programs dealing with drug and alcchol problems in the state,
we have been in contact with the Baldwin Program. At this time there is no indication
that they are operating illegally.” This statement is true and at the same time does not
defame us. We contend that Mr. Chady intentionally implied to the public that we may
be operating illegally. Our assertion in this matter is based on the following. First back
in 1981 Mr. Tyrrell wrote to me asking what we were doing. | wrote back to Mr. Tyrrell
telling him exactly what we were doing at the time. Mr, Tyrrell accepted our explanation
without further comment. Again in February 1983, Mr. Tyrrell wrote, and again inquired
as to our activities, but this time accused us of being dishonest in our response of two
years earlier. Two weeks later | responded to Mr. Tyrrell's second inquiry. In my
response | reiterated exactly what | had said in my respense to his 1991 inquiry. |
wrote: "We are not a treatment facility; we are a guest house. Everyone is welcome 1o
stay at the guest house. The guest house operation provides only those services that
would be normally provided by any other boarding house, bed and breakfast, or guest
house.”

Based on Mr. Tyrrell's action after our first response in 1991 it should follow that
our far more in-depth response in 1993 would end the inquiries. Based on my written
response to Mr. Tyrrell, Mr, Chady (already having the information contained in my
March 1993 response) should have said to the newspapers: "We have recelved a
written assurance from The Hagaman Guest House that they are not providing
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treatment. They have reported that they are a guest house.” This type of report would
not have been defaming. Actually there were many ways Mr. Chady could have
worded his statement to the newspaper that would not have been defamatory. He
chose his words to intentionally cast suspicion on our operations.

Because many employees of OASAS are also members of Alcoholics
Anonymous it is clear that the defamation which was organized, carried out and
maintained by AA was beginning to permeate the state agencies charged with the
licensure of treatment facilities. Obviously, because AA had the ear of OASAS, and was
using them as a tool to further the defamation, we had become unhappy with our
relationship with the Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services. Clearty there
was not going to be a constructive relationship with Office of Alcohelism and
Substance Abuse Services.

Over the next several months there were letters exchanged between the Baldwin
Research Institute and the Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services. All the
letters from the Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services had the same
character of warning us of the Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Service's
statutory responsibilities and unfairly restraining us from competing against
organizations licensed by Office of Alcaholism and Substance Abuse Services.
However, throughout 1995,1996 and most of 1997 there was little contact between
OASAS and our organizations. We continued to get reports from our informants within
OASAS about OASAS employees saying we were a “cult” and that adolescents were
being mistreated at The Hagaman Guest House.

Throughout all the harassment and defamation from the Office of Alcoholism and
Substance Abuse Services, Ms, Sherry Gillette, a member of Alcoholics Anonymous
and Director of St, Mary's Rehabilitation and Treatment Program, along with employees
of Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services who also were (are) members
of Alcoholics Anonymous were present and were responsible for filing complaints
against The Hagaman Guest House and initiating investigations into the cperations of
The Hagaman Guest House.

Prior to the Lake Placid Project and the Saranac Lake Project, throughout 1993,
and indeed, right up through 1998, St. Mary’s Rehabilitation and Treatment Program
has engaged in promulgating defamatory statements. These defamatory statements
have emanated from the Director of St. Mary’s Rehabilitation and Treatment Program,
Ms. Sherry Gillette, and many of the employees of St. Mary’s Hospital. Ms. Sherry
Gillette is a well known and long time member of Alccholics Anonymous.

St. Mary's Rehabilitation and Treatment Program: The damage from
St. Mary's Rehabilitation and Treatment Program began shortly after relocating to
Montgomery County from Schenectady County. In the summer of 1992 | met with John
Cappola, Director of Catholic Charities for Montgomery County. | had known Mr.
Cappola for several years. We worked together on the Diccesan Substance Abuse
Task Force for the Diocese of Albany. |In a casual conversation, Mr. Cappola told me
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that if | wanted to open a guest house for alcoholics and drug addicts in Montgomery
County, 1 would have to get Ms. Sherry Gillette and Montgomery County Community
Services Board to agree to it. Thus, a meeting was set with Sherry Gillette late in
August 1992 to discuss the guest house operating in Montgomery County. Based on
my thank-you memo for the meeting, it is obvious that Ms. Gillette attended the meeting
on behalf of Alcoholics Anonymous. The entire meeting centered around Ms. Gillette's
resistance to us providing a program that taught the program of Alcoholics Anonymous.
In a conciliatory memo on September 8, 1992, | again attempted {o soothe Ms.
Gillette’s concerns about our program. | wrote:

MEMQO: Ms. Sherrv Gillette
DATE: September 8, 1992
FROM: Jerry Brown

Thank-you for the time you gave Jim {then CEO of The Hagaman Guest House] and [ on
August 26th. During our conversation you brought up some very important issues - issues that |
too have struggled with over the last several years. While we were talking about A.A. and how
professional treatment programs have affected A.A., I had thoughts that [ could not seem to
articulate at the time. Probably the most troublesome thought is this: My first concern is for
A 4., and what should ! be doing to pass on the message as 1t was given {0 me.

Alcoholics Anonymous did not just help me return to a healthy, productive life, it has
given me a chance for life far beyond anything imaginable within the human condition. Because
of this profound experience, it is clear to me [ must pass on to others the process which brought
me to this incredible way of life.

In telling what happened to me, I talk almost constantly about the Big Book[refers io
book entitled Alcoholics Anonymous]. Manyv believe my purpose is to teach the Big Book, how
the program of Alcoholics Anonymous works. from some lofty perch or from some moral high
ground. While this may be the perception by fellow A.A.’s, it could not be further from the fruth.
I talk about the Big Book's program of recovery because that is what atlowed me, for the first
time in my life, to begin to have a relationship with God. [ talk about the Big Book, not because [
am teaching it, but because [ lived it. It is the only experience I have to share.

I never had my own program - [ do not know what it is like to "work my program.” 1 do
not know how I would have turned ouwt had I incorporated some of my own thinking into the
program of Alcoholics Anonymous. Maybe the outcome would have been the same. I, however,
will never know, because [ did not use any of my own thoughts. I gave myself, reluctantly, but
completely, to the A.A. program of recovery. It worked for me - I am convinced it will work for
anyone who wanis if.

Nonetheless, [ understand that the message has not been carried, if no one has listened. 1
do not want to alienate fellow A.A.'s. I know now [ must learn to present the A.A. message with
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. less personal enthusiasm and to be more conciliatory with respect to the philosophies practiced
in the fellowship today.

The other question that haunts me, as we proceed to open the Hagaman Guest House, 1s the
question of accepting pay for teaching A.A. Although I do not consider Bill W. as having any
special insights in this regard, I do value his opinion as I would any other person in our fellowship.
Thus, in 1938, " talking about service problems that could not be met by A A. Groups,” Bill wrote,
"The same thing has happened with drying-out places and Twelfth Step houses managed by A.A..
We never think of these activities as A.A. Groups. They are clearly seen as the functions of
interested individuuls who are doing helpful and ofien very valuable jobs." He goes on fo say in
the same article,” Some vears ago, a number of us AA's wanted to enter the field of alcohol
education. 1 was one of them. ... [talked about some perception problems].... But now that this
correction has been made, plenty of 4. A. members work in this field, and we are glad that they do."

Whether Bill's aussessment as (o the value of drunk farms, A A. houses, and 4.A. education
programs was correct or not, is not the question we face today. The fact is, today, AA. s heing
taught - for money and ofien by people who are not drunks and are not members of our fellowship.
Moreover, these tedachings which are promulgated by well intentioned professionals are changing
Alcoholics Anonymous.  Many of Alcoholics Anonymous’s fundamental principles have been
obscured by the new rehab rhetoric.

. If we, who were given our lives back through practicing the principles of Alcoholics
Anonymous, do not work 1o preserve the integrity of the program, the program that worked for us
witl surely perish. An oldiimer and mutual friend of ours, Steve S., said. A.A. will be gone by year
2010. While it may be hard to believe Steve S. an optimist, [ think in this case he is. A.A., as
rapidly as it is changing, may not survive this century.

Additionally, the question is not whether A.A. should or should not he taught for pay. Our
reality is A.A. is being taught for pay in thousands of rehubilitation programs through-out the
country. This practice will be the destruction of Alcoholics Anonymous. [t has already changed
the posture of GSO.

The question is, whether or not A.A.', themselves, can educate enough newcomers to offset
the effects of the rehab rhetoric. If we can. A.A. survives; if not, it will die; perhaps io be
discovered again summetime during the next century.

As for places like McPike's Farm, High Watch, and The Hagaman Guest House, are these
special service groups the right way to go? [don't really know. But what I do know is, it is betler
for us to try something than to do nothing. To do nothing is @ decision; it is a decision to leave the
A.A4. teaching responsibility to professional treatment programs.

I can not know if starting an A A. educational program is good for A.A. [ think it is
. important to find out. With help from people such as you and others who are dedicated to the
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principles of A.A., 1 believe we can proceed 1o find out without endangering local A.A. Groups.
A.A. as a whole, or ourselves.

In the weeks and months that followed it was clear that we had not been
successful in our efforts to work with Ms. Gillette. Week after week we heard from
“friendly” staff members and patients of St. Mary's Rehabilitation and Treatment
Program that employees of St. Mary's Rehabilitation and Treatment Program discussed
with their patients that The Hagaman Guest House was a “cult,” that it was operating
illegally, that its staff was not qualified, and that it was operating in violation of the
Alcoholics Anonymous Traditions [ a group of sacrosanct corporate policies of
Alcoholics Anonymous World Services, Inc. Anycne violating these traditions would
receive few if any referrals from members of Alcoholics Anonymous.]

In an attempt to stop the defamation from further contaminating Alcoholics
Anonymous, | wrote a letter to Ms. Gillette on 14 December 1882

Dear Sherry,

Earlier this year you, Jim Norton and 1 had a luncheon meeting to talk about The Hagaman
Guest House and The Tri-Key™ Program. You suggested at that meeting it might be interesting to
ask GSO about the use of A.A. literature in educational programs such as o

[ wanted you fo know that [ followed up on your suggestion, and enclosed you will find the
correspondence benween Tom Jasper, GSO Services Director and myself. Buased on Tom’s letter of
December 7th, "Alcokolics Anonymous World Services, Inc. has granted to the Tri-Key™ Group,
Inc. and its subsidiaries, permission to use a number of AA. publications in its (1, ri-Key)™
educational program. ....."

Thank-you for vour suggestion. [If there are other suggestions you may aave 10 Improve our
program or service please lef us know.

Our program is going well.  To date we are experiencing an 807 success rate.  Our
expectations are that rate will settle in at about 70% at end of one year of operation.

We hope we can serve some of St. Mary's Rehabilitation Program's clients in the future.
Thanks again for the help, and [ send,

Kindest personal regards,

Gerald J Brown

During this period, all of 1992 and the first half of 1993, we did not get a single
referral from Alcoholics Anonymous in Montgomery County or Fulton County. Nearly
half of our business came from adjacent Schenectady County. At the time | was well
known with a good reputation in Alcoholics Ancnymous. | knew many members of
Alcoholics Anonymous in both Schenectady and Montgomery Counties. The
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defamatory campaign mounted by Alcoholics Anonymous through Ms. Sherry Gillette
and St. Mary's Rehabilitation and Treatment Program was completely effective. The
Montgomery County and Fulton County market was destroyed by the defamation. In
fact it still is today, there has been zero referrals in the last 6 years.

In an effort to improve relations, in July 1993, | agreed to give a presentation to
St. Mary’s Rehabilitation and Treatment Program staff. From our point of view, the
purpose for the meeting, was to try to stop the defamation by showing goodwill toward
St. Mary's Rehabilitation and Treatment Program and its employees. A few weeks prior
to the meeting we heard from two employees of St. Mary's Rehabilitation and
Treatment Program that Ms. Gillette's plan was to get us to commit at the meeting that
we were providing a “treatment for alcoholism” which according to New York State
Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services would be illegal. After talking it
over with our attorney, we decided it was not worth the risk, and on 15 July 1983 [ wrote
Ms. Gillette and simply demanded that the defamation stop:

Ms. Sherry Gillette

St. Mary's Alconolisin

Rehabilitation and Treatment Program
76 Guy Park Avenue

Amsterdam, New York 12010

Dear Sherry,

Based on audvice of counsel, regretfully, we will be unable to mect with your staff on July
28, 1993 as planned.

Also we have been advised to call to your attention to statemenis thal may have been made
by employees of St. Mary's Alcoholism Rehabilitation and Treaiment Program regarding our
businesses and that said statements may be considered slander.  Statements by employees of St.
Mury's Alcoholism Rehabilitation and Treatment Program that state or imply our businesses ure
operating illegally or that our businesses violate the traditions of Alcoholics Anonymous are not
true and have already damaged our businesses.

Information regarding statements damaging to our business came (o us by way of clients of
St. Mary's Alcoholism Rehabilitation and Treatment Program. These clients have said disparaging
remarks about The Hagaman Guest House are common conversation among the counselors
working for St. Mary's Alcoholism Rehabilitation and Treatment Program. Further, guests of The
Hugaman Guest House have attended Alcoholics Anonymous meetings at St. Mary's Alcoholism
Rehabilitation and Treatment Program where clients of St. Mary's Alcoholism Rehabilitation and
Treatment Pragram have repeated slanderous remarks regarding The Hagaman Guest House and
stuted the authoritative source of the slanderous remarks as being St Mary's Alcoholism
Rehabilitation and Treatment Program.
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The Hagaman Guest House, Inc.. the Tri-Key™ Group, Inc.. the Tri-Key™ Research
Institute, Inc. are legitimate businesses in the Village of Hagaman, County of Montgomery, and
State of New York. At this time we demand St. Mary's Alcoholism Rehabilitation and Treatment
Program and its employees, St. Mary's Hospital and its employees, and all other representutives
and agents of St. Mary's Hospital immediately cease promulgating slanderous information with
respect fo The Hagaman Guest House, Inc., the Tri-Key™ Group, Inc., the Tri-Key™ Rescarch
Institute, Inc., and emplayees, representatives. and agents of each aforementioned organization.

For the record our organization wants to have good relations witn all its neighbors in
Montgomery Couniy and eilsewhere. Thus, we will work toward restoring more normal relations
between The Hagaman Guest House and St Mary's Alcoholism Rehabilitation and Treatment
Program, and between The Hagaman Guesi House and St. Mary's Hospital

We are prepared to discuss our conicerns with you at your convenience, We await your
reply, and it is hoped that we can quickly resolve our differences to work rogether in the future.

Regards,

Gerald J Brown

Director

cc: Mr. Peter Capobianco[St. Mary's Hospital Administrator]
St. Mary's Hospiial
427 Guy Park Avenue
Amsterdam, New York
12010

Eight days later we received Ms. Gillette's response dated 22 July 1993.

Mr. Gerald J Brown, Director
Tri-Key Group, Inc.

123 Saratoga Rd. Suite 408
Scotia, New York 12302

Dear Mr. Brown:

[am in receipt of your letter dated July 15, 1993 and have reviewed it with my staff. All
allegations are denied, however, [ have instructed my staff to refrain from mentioning and/or
discussing your facility from here on out.

I'm sorry that you or your staff may have experienced difficulty. I'm certuin, based on my
experience in the field of alcoholism over the past 20 years, that facilities function and/or

prosper based on their own merit.

PO Box 700 & Hagaman, NY @ 12096 # Telephone 1-888-842-8484 @ FAX 1-(318) 842-5009 @ E-Mail Baldwin@hagaman.ory



Response to Defendant’s DEMAND FOR INTERROGATORIES - con’t.

June 3, 1868
Page 41

—————————l S —— e —————— = e L e Pl .

Sincerely,

Sherry Gillette
Director

ce: Peter Capebianco, Administrator, St. Mary s Hospital
John Townsend, Regional Representative, OASAS
Mike Turner, Monigomery County Community Services Director

Based on Ms. Gillette's response two things became clear. First and based on
her ending paragraph, Ms. Gillette certainly did not intend to stop the defamatory
information being disseminated by her, her staff and the local Alcoholics Anonymous
fellowship that is controlled in the Amsterdam, New York area by St. Mary's
Rehabilitation and Treatment Program. Second, it was clear that Ms. Gillette had co-
conspirators with respect to the dissemination of defamatory information about The
Hagaman Guest House: Mr. John Townsend of OASAS and Mr. Michael Turner of the
Montgomery County Community Services Board.

Additionally, we received firsthand reports that the defaming of The Hagaman
Guest House was still very much a part of St. Mary's Rehabillitation and Treatment
Program. In September 1993 Mr. Diehl Beasley, for example, was a guest at the guest
house while going to outpatient therapy at St. Mary's Rehabilitation and Treatment
Program and was told by his counselor at St. Mary's Rehabilitation and Treatment
Program that The Hagaman Guest House was a cult and that he should try to get out
as soon as possible.

But it wasn't until the Lake Placid Project that we began to see a distinct pattern
of defamatory reports emerge. At this time we began to understand that there was an
actual conspiracy in place to put Tri-Key Research Institute [now "Baldwin Research
Institute, Inc.”], The Hagaman Guest House and me, personally, out of business. The
exact same technique, including the people involved, the organizations involved and
the defamatory rhetoric, that had been so effective in shutting down the Montgomery
County market surfaced in both Franklin County and Essex County.

The conspiracy included at least three major conspirators: Alcoholics
Anonymous, New York State Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services and
Mercy Care, a corporation owned by the Roman Catholic Church that owns and
manages hospitals and drug and alcohol rehabilitation programs.

During 1993 we did not relinquish the Montgomery County market passively. We
pressed for St. Mary’s Rehabilitation and Treatment Program to stop their defamatory
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statements against our companies as hard as we could, short of legal action. In August
1993 | wrote Mr. Peter Capobiance, Administrator of St. Mary’'s Hospital (See Folder
#1).

Predictably, Peter Capobianco did not respond to our demands and the
defamation continued.

In February 1996 Dr. Lawrence Duda was warned by staff members of &t.
Mary's Rehabilitation and Treatment Program that he should not return fo The
Hagaman Guest House after his discharge from the hospital because The Hagaman
Guest House is an “unlicensed facility.” In and of itself, the statement "not a licensed
facility” is not defaming. It becomes defaming in the presence of two conditions: guest
houses are not required to be licensed by the State of New York and the staff of St
Mary's Rehabilitation and Treatment Program has known for years that The Hagaman
Guest House Program was not required to have a license. Thus, saying that "The
Hagaman Guest House is not a licensed facility” is to imply that The Hagaman Guest
House is required to have a license.

By St. Mary’'s Rehabilitation and Treatment Program telling its patients that The
Hagaman Guest House is not a licensed facility, St. Mary’s Rehabilitation and
Treatment Program is implying that the guest house is operating illegally or dishonestly
or is not of the quality to be able to obtain a license; none of which Is true.
Furthermeore, the fact that St. Mary's Rehabilitation and Treatment Program knows that
The Hagaman Guest House does not need a license is a conscience effort on St.
Mary's Rehabilitation and Treatment Program to discredit and defame The Hagaman

Guest House.

On 'September 23, 1897 Mr. Dan Carter reported that he is sponsoring an
individual who is a patient at 8t. Mary's Rehabilitation and Treatment Program. This
patient was warned by his St. Mary’s Rehabilitation and Treatment Program counseior
that he should stay away from those people up in Hagaman. He was warned that it
was not “safe” to be with them [meaning Old Fashicned AA and The Hagaman Guest
Housel].

Even though we suggested in 1893 that we may take legal action against St
Mary's Rehabilitation and Treatment Program if they did not stop defaming our
companies, we opted not to. At the time we were working on two new projects In Essex
and Franklin Counties. We were concerned that if we were to take legal action against
St. Mary's Rehabilitation and Treatment Program, publicity from such an action may
damage our efforts in Essex and Franklin Counties. Losses in the Montgemery and
Fulton Counties markets paralleled those in Essex and Franklin Counties estimated at
more than $1,000,000 during a ten year period from 1982 through 2001.

As previously set forth, throughout the entire seven years from 1880 to 1997
members of Alcoholics Anonymous have conducted a campaign of defamation against
our groups, its members and me personally. Some of the earliest defamation was
heard from a fellow by the name of Angelo Napolitano sometime during 1990. At that
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time Napolitano was the District Committee Member of Hudson-Mohawk-Berkshire
Area of Alcoholics Anonymous and the head of District 5 of Alcoholics Anonymous.
Napolitano said that our groups are white supremacists, that we were a "cult.” Later he
is quoted as saying that we are homosexuals and that our meetings are gay meetings
set up to attract young boys. In 1991 Napolitano, and two other AA fellows came to
our meeting in Ballston Lake, commandeered the meeting, threatened cur members,
and told the members that the meeting must be disbanded because it was not an
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting. Napolitano continued to defame us throughout the
years. We adopted, for the most part, a policy of ignoring the defamation and going
about our business.

This particular harassment by Alcoholics Anonymous was more of a
bother than real trouble. By late 1993 and continuing through untii the present,
however, the defamation was far more damaging as was experienced in Lake Piacid.
Alcoholics Anonymous, lead by one of its members, Phil Thayer, not only destroyed our
ability to conduct business in that community, he and local Alcoholics Anonymous
members actively and knowingly destroyed the Young People’s Old Fashioned Meeting
through disseminating defamatory claims that the meeting was a “cult.”

The reports of defamation continued for the next several month, We did our best
to ignore it. However, early in 1995 District 5§ voted to have our group “kicked out” of
Alcoholics Anonymous. The report in The Old News of March 1985 describes what
happened under the headline "H.M.B. Area's District 5 Changes Requirements for

Membership.™

The Old Fashioned Group got a call from the area recordys keeper. The records
keeper was calling to confirm that the Old Fashioned Group had disbanded and shoudd be
dropped from the Arca’s and World Service s rosters. Qur fellow from tne Old Fashioned
Group asked how such a rumor got started? The area records keeper said that he nad been
notified that the Old Fashioned Group was no longer in existence by Joe[bracketed not in article
- full name is "Joseph Spears. '], the District 3 records keeper.

The area records keeper asked Jue, "They appear to still be active in another distric!,
are you certain thev have dishanded?”

Joe answered “Well, yes and no.”
The area records keeper said, "'Joe, it 's not a tough question, is it or isn't it dishanded.”

Joe said 1 really don't know, but we had a vote at the last district meeting, and the
District 3 GSR s voted that the Old Fashioned Group was dishanded and that you should drop
them from the meeting book. I have to do whatever the district votes to do.

The Old Fashioned Group continues (o be entertained by the antics of District J.
Because of District 5's vote by GSR'’s, the Old Fashioned Group's meefing in Ballston Lake,
New York was dropped from this year's meeting book. This sort of thing hus been going on for
several years now. Two years ago we sent an envoy with an olive branch to the District 5
meeting. The GSR s of District 5 were enraged that our GSR and Alternate GSR would come to
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a district meeting. District 5 demanded that our fwo representatives leave at once and never
come back. In the midst of the ensuing bedlam and shouting af our representatives, it became
clear that the problem was that the Old Fashioned Group did not give money to District 5.
Therefore, the Old Fashioned Group was not an AA Group and certainly was not part of District
3. At our next group meeting we decided that we finally understood the requirements for
membership in District 5 - “a desire to stop drinking and donate to district coffers.”

Now we know that this assessment made two years ago was, in fact, wrong. The real
requirements for A4 membership in HM.B. Area’s District 5 is: "to donaie to the district coffers
and win favor of the GSR's that run the district.” Wait a minute, that doesn t sound like A4,

In spite of H.M.B. Area District 5's efforts to have our meetings kicked out of
Alcoholics Anonymous, at this particular time, we were not. For the following several
months we kept a low profile with respect to our marketing. The defamation continued,
but at a reduced level until the fall of 1996.

We would hear from time to time about an Alccholics Anonymous meeting
talking about us and me, personally. For example, in May 1996 Tom Lansing was
attending an AA meeting in Schenectady where the AA members discussed Jerry
Brown being a cult leader of The Hagaman Guest House and the need to have the Qld
Fashioned Group removed from Alcoholics Anonymous. A few months later we heard
from Joe Fuller that he was attending an AA meeting in Schoharie County where the
AA members discussed Jerry Brown being a cult leader of The Hagaman Guest House
and the need to have the Old Fashioned Group removed from Alcoholics Anonymous.

We don't know what brought on the avalanche of defamatory remarks from
Alcoholics Anonymous and the stepped up activities to have our group, its members,
and me, personally, ejected from Alcoholics Anonymous. There may have been one or
several things that got it started again, but what ever the reason, the calm for the
preceding months erupted into a tempest of defamation. Accompanying the defamation
was a call for our groups and our members, and me, personally, to be ejected from
Alcoholics Ancnymous.

For example, Doug Lavergne was attending an AA meeting in Saratoga County
where the AA members discussed Jerry Brown being a cult leader of The Hagaman
Guest House and the need to have the Old Fashicned Group removed from Alcohalics
Ancnymous.

Doug says he was at a Monday Night Malta Meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous
on September 16, 1996 which is held weekly in a church located on Dunning Road in
the Town of Malta.

According to Doug there was a business meeting called to order separately from
the regular weekly meeting and attended by approximately 10 members of Alcoholics
Anonymous, among them were Messrs. Doug Lavergne, Henry Young, Joseph
Spears and Tish Brownell. Mr. Brownell, at that time, held the title of District
Committee Member (hereinafter “DCM”} of District 5 of the Hudson Mohawk Berkshire
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Area of Alcoholics Anonymous. As DCM, Mr. Brownell was the highest ranking officer
in District 5 and represents his constituency at the Hudson Mohawk Berkshire Area of

Alcoholics Ancnymous.

According to Doug the Monday Night Maita Meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous’
September 16th business meeting was held for the purpose of dealing with the problem
of too many members of Alcoholics Anonymous coming to the Monday Night Malta
Meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous and discussing topics that sounded similar to
information presented at The Hagaman Guest House, Old Fashioned Alcoholics

Anonymous and by Jerry Brown.

Further and according to Doug, Mr. Tish Brownell presented the following
information that:

(1) There has been a six year long investigation of the Hagaman Guest
House and Jerry Brown by the FBI.

(2) He, personally, [meaning “Mr. Brownell'] has been working with the
FBI in connection with the FB!'s investigation of The Hagaman Guest House and

Jerry Brown.

(3) There is a list of missing children who were last seen in the presence
of Jerry Brown and/or at The Hagaman Guest House, and further alieges that
this list is part of the FBI investigation.

(4) And, recently, Mr. Rick Adair, a member of The Hagaman Guest
House, took a youngster to a Phish Concert in Plattsburgh, NY, where under the
care of or by the hand of The Hagaman Guest House personnel the child was
killed. {Mr. Adair worked at The Hagaman Guest House during 1885 as a
volunteer and occasionally attends the Monday Night Malta Meeting of
Alcoholics Anonymous. He was in attendance the night of September 16th, but
before the business meeting was held Mr. Adair was ejected from the regular

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting by Mr. Brownell and others.)

Mr. Rick Adair was also in attendance the night of September 16th. At my
request Rick wrote us a letter on 2 December 1996 describing the events of the
evening of September 16th:

On September 16th. 1996, between 7:30pm and 8:30pm [ attended a meeiing of Alcoholics
Anonymous in Malta, New York on Dunning Street. Af the beginning of the meeling, the
chairperson (Henrv) [bracketed not part of the letter - meaning "Mr. Henry Young "] read a
memo from District 5 that stated, in part, that all members of Old Fashioned AA would be asked
to leave the meeting. Near the end of the meeting, I volunteered that, even though [ hadn’t been
active in Old Fashioned A4 for months, ' had, in fact, been a member during 1995 and 1950
When [ finished speaking Henry asked me (o leave the meeting, which [ did immediately.

I'waited outside during the business meeting that took place at approximutely 8:35pm that same
evening. To the best of my recollection, somewhere between .50 and 9005 [ went into the
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business meeting for about three or four minuies to say that I wasn 't offended and that I hoped
this controversy wouldn't detract from the purpose of the meeting.

Some time around the middle of November, 1996, I was at an A4 meeting in Niskayuna, New
York.. The Friday night ""Big Book" meeting between 8:00pm and 9:00pm. After the meeting
Doug Lavern told me that my name had been mentioned by "Tisch” (sp?), {the DUM for disirict
five) at the business meeting on September 16th. He said that Tisch stated that { was on a list of
people being investigated by the FBI in connection with the death of a leenager who attended a
“Phish" (sp?) concert in Plattsburgh, New York. Even though I had never been in Plattsburgh
and had absolutely no idea what this was about, I was frightened... to say the least. Even though
I was fairly certain that there was no truth (o what he had said, [ was very upset knowing that
rumors in AA tend to spread like wild fires. If I hadn’t had a strong foundation of sobriety at the
time (ten and a half vears sober), there is little doubt in my mind that this incident could have
resulted in my relapse... which, for an alcoholic, can be synonvmous with deaih.

In September 1996 around the time of this incident, [ was sponsoring seven people in A4. since
the incident occurred, only one of them has called me on a regular basis. It is possible that ihis
indiscretion has not only defamed me, it has also possibly hurt unsuspecting newcomers 1o AA
whose only desire was to get sober... not to be enmeshed in controversy.

Sincerely,
T. Richard Adair

Mr. Christopher Ringwald’s (a member of Alcoholics Anonymous) story in the
Times Union may have been responsible for Alceholics Anonymous’s renewed interest
in its defamation campaign against our businesses. During 1985 and through the early
part on 1996 we had repeatedly asked several area newspapers to write a story about
the success of our program and the people who found a new way of life free of drugs
and alcohol. Two stories were published during 1995: The Daily Gazette and The
Recorder. Both were very favorable. In fact we received many referrals from The Daily
Gazzette article.

Early in 1996 a writer for The Times Union, Chris Ringwald, began talking to us
about doing a story. During May and June he visited The Guest House and interviewed
staff members and guests and took pictures. The story was finally published early in
August. At the time that we were talking with Chris Ringwald, we did not know that he
was a member of Alcocholics Ancnymous.

During this time and just before Chris Ringwald’s visits to the guest house,
business was good. During the time of Chris Ringwald's visits there were a good
number of guests at the guest house going through the program. After the fact, when
we found out that Chris Ringwald was a member of Alccholics Anonymous, it occurred
to us that Chris Ringwald may have discussed his visits to the guest house with his
colleagues in Alcoholics Anonymous. Such discussions may have caused those that
were trying to put us out of business toc become concerned that we may survive.
Hence, an immediate and brutal attack was launched directly by Alcoholics Anonymous
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rather than from other organizations such as OASAS and Mercy Care Hospitals which
were used in earlier attacks.

The attack was widespread. Mr. Bob MacAlister, a benefactor of Baldwin
Research Institute reported that early in the month of November 1996 he was speaking
with a friend of his who is a professor at Hudsecn Valley Community College. His friend
told him about young people disappearing after going to a place in Hagaman for drug
problems. Mr. MacAlister went on to explain, so far as he knew, his friend was not
involved in any way with Alcoholics Anonymous. Thus, the defamation that was
specific to Alcoholics Anonymous was now present in the general public.

The defamation had also permeated the rehakbilitation community. Consider the
following. At the request of a friend of Mr. Dick Crowley a couple of Old Fashicned AA
members, Mr. Charles Weatherwax and Mr. James Oppy, visited Mr. Crowiey who at
the time was going through St. Peter's Addiction Recovery Center detoxification
program. During the visit Mr. Crowley said he had an interest in coming to the program
at The Hagaman Guest House. A few days later Mr. Weatherwax, again went to visit
Mr. Crowley at St. Peter's, but Mr. Crowley had all ready been discharged.

Several days went by during which time Mr. Crowley relapsed. Mr, Crowley
called Mr. Weatharwax on Thursday, November 21, 1986 and {old Mr, Weatherwax that
he [Mr. Crowley | wanted to come to the guest house. Mr, Weatherwax and another
member of Old Fashicned AA met with Mr. Crowley, and In conversation Mr. Crowley
asked how many children were at the guest house and about the Bl investigation. Mr,
Weatherwax explained that there were four teenagers at the hcuse and that there was
no FBI investigation. Mr. Crowley then came to the house at about 3:30PM on

Thursday.

Shortly after Mr. Crowley's arrival we began receiving telephone calls from Mr.
Crowley's estranged wife. Her telephone conversations were panicky and angry. At
the very least her conversation was bizarre and each time she called, she demanded
that we let her husband leave. Each time we told her that Mr. Crowley could leave
anytime he wanted to but oniy at his request. We further explained that we would take
him back home or any place else he may want to go in the Capital District.

At about 9:30PM Mr. Crowley's estranged wife, his daughter, and two
unidentified men came to the guest house for Mr. Crowley. Mr. Weatherwax provided
Mr. Crowley and his visitars a private rocom in which they could talk, After about one
half hour they emerged and announced that Mr. Crowley would be leaving with them.
They all left the guest house at about 10;:00PM. Just before departing and without his
visitors hearing, Mr. Crowley indicated te Mr. Weatherwax that he would be back.

It was suspected that the two individuals who accompanied Mr, Crowley's
estranged wife and daughter were from Alcoholics Anonymous in Albany which later
proved to be true. One of the two unknown men furned out to be Mr. Crowley’'s
sponsor in Alcoholics Anonymous. Because their conversation at the guest house was
private, we do not know the content of the conversation. But, based on Mr. Crowley's
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earlier questions about teenagers and FBI investigations, it seems certain that some of
these items were discussed to convince Mr. Crowley to leave.

Later we found out Mr. Crowley's source of the missing children and FBI
investigation allegations. According to Mr. Crowley he and his family were advised of
the “ disappearance of children at the guest house” and the “FBI investigation” by a St.
Peter's Addiction Recovery Center counselor. lt is believed that Mr. Crowley's
counselor is a member of Alcoholics Ancnymous or is in some way affiliated with
Alcoholics Anonymous. The identity of the counselor that advised Mr. Crowley about
the FBI investigation, the disappearance of children at the guest house, and to not go to
the guest house must be a matter of record at St. Peter's Addiction Recovery Center.

But the most devastating defamation emanated directly out of Alcoholics
Ananymous. In the September 1996 issue of the HMB Area Newsletter, the entire back
page was devoted to defaming our groups. Under the headline, "URGENT UPDATE
FROM YQOUR HMB DELEGATE" the article said:

In support of the three resolutions as submirted (8/13/96) by your delegate and because
of only a part of the anti A4 information as contained in “The Old News ™ issue of June 1996,
issue, 96.07, yowr delegate does herehy request that the following groupsimeetings ( and any
other associated mectings) should immediately be dropped from any aned alf
localidistrict/area’GSO etc. group/meeting listings or schedules. those meetings are the
Sunday Hagaman Guest House (8:00PM) meeting--9 Church St Hagaman N Y.
Thursday 8:00PM-Frieden s United Church of Christ, Corner of Clinton & Franklin (across
from Ciry Hall) Schenectady N Y.
Tuesday 8:00PM (wr Lady of Grace Church, 73 Midline Road Route 146 A, Ballston Lake.
NY
Fridav 8:00PM , State Street Presbyterian Church, Corner of State and Catherine, Schenectady
NT.
Wednesday 8:00PM, Christ Episcopal Church, 970 State St. Schenectady NY
Saturday 8:30FPM, Trinity Lutheran Church, 40 Guy Park Avenue, Amsterdam, NY.

Furthermore vour delegate will request from GSO, that the use of (if protected by
copyright or trademark) A4 or Alcoholics Anonvmous by said groups/ mecetings, should not be
allowed in any publication what- so -ever. Even fho a disclaimer of any passible violation of
copyright/trademark protection was printed in March 1993, vol. 95.01 of the old news, your
delegate did decide not to copy for distribution the June 1996 issue, but [ will at the present time,
retain the copy that [ have received for verification of the following as printed (in June 1996) in
their article, “There is a Requirement for Membership”, To Quote,

“To be a member of Old Fashioned A4 You must go (o the Hagaman Guest House and
complete the Baldwin Program (a two week study of the first 164 pages of the Big Book). This of
course does nol mean that a newcomer can not attend owr meefings. Anyone can, you just will
not be a member.” Also in this article, to quote, “There is only one Old Fushioned Alcoholics
Anonymous. It has a requirement for membership. It has the highest success rate to help
alcoholics that we know of. It is in no way g part of Alcoholics Anonymous or modern A4,
Note, since this article does state that Old Fashioned Alcoholics Anonymous groups/meetings
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are not a part of Alcoholics Anonymous, or modern A4, we should have no problem with
dropping of said meetings from any and all AA listings or meeting schedules

NOTE ' If the GSO office does request the copies of said newsleiter, that I have, then they will be
sent to their office with a request that (if possible) said copies be returned to me,

PS  From another article in this June issue, "12 Traditions? What For? to quote "As for the
useless organizations of district and area. it is wrong 1o suggest that these self-centered, self-
serving nitwits do anything ",

For myself. First off I altho perhaps not a supremely intelligent as the aforementioned
writers, 1 strongly object to being considered a nitwit (as should we all) and thru the use of AA
meetings, Steps, Traditions, books, literature etc. (and because of the grace and caring of my
higher power, a GOD of my understanding) my time away from a drink is of a longer duration
then of the Old Fashioned A4 groups/meetings and perhaps most of their members, and an
organization/groupsimeetings who knock/decry the Traditions, GSO etc., will surely attempi.
once again to use said traditions/ GSO etc. to protect their right to be wrong.

From your delegate John W.

Alcoholics Anonyrmous Crganization

It is important to first understand that John W. is

not just a member of Alcoholics Anonymous; he is an M"ﬂ"g:iiwices
elected officer and represents over 11,000 members of

Alcoholics Anonymous to the General Services General Services
Conference. The General Service Conference is the Board

policy setting organization for Alcoholics Anonymous. ‘

As a delegate to the General Service Conference John e e
W. is the voice of the conference to his 11,000 John W.
constituents. Thus, his “URGENT UPDATE FROM

YOUR HMB DELEGATE" is an “official” position of the Aren Assembiies |

corporation. John's "URGENT UPDATE FROM YOUR
HMB DELEGATE"” would have the reader believe that

Oistrict Commibiees |

the information that is to follow is of extreme importance. [ Group GSRs
Therefore it is clear that this had to do with Alcoholics
Anonymous’s defamatory attack on our businesses. | AA. Groups

This scenario is further supported upon close examination of Jehn's defamatory
complaints published in the September issue of the HMB Newsletter and his intended
actions reported therein. He states that he, personally, submitted 3 resolutions on
August 13, 1996 to “request that the following group/meetings (and any other
associated meetings) should immediately be dropped from any and all
local/district/area/GSO etc. group/meeting listings or schedules.” Following this
statement John W. lists the meeting by day, name, time and location.

The vote that was reported to have been a “unanimous vote to remove the old
fashioned groups from the HMB Area Meeting Schedule and records at the upcoming
October Assembly.” raises the question as to what possible motive could this
legislative body of Alcoholics Anonymous have for voting to have the old fashioned
groups removed from the HMB Area Meeting Schedule and records when, in fact, the
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