1. Concept

Nothing, they believed, could possibly happen to our

Society as a whole, because God was protecting A.A. This attitude was in strange

contrast to the extreme vigilance with which our members and groups had been looking

after themselves.

It now stands proven that the A.A. groups

can and will take the final responsibility for their world services.

There were other reasons for this basic shift of ultimate responsibility and authority

to A.A. as a whole. These reasons center around Tradition Two, which declares,

”For our group purpose, there is but one ultimate authority - a loving God as He

may express Himself in our group conscience. Our leaders are but trusted servants;

they do not govern.”

Therefore we believe that we see in our Fellowship a spiritualized society characterized

by enough enlightenment, enough responsibility, and enough love of man and of God to insure that our democracy of world service will work under all conditions.

We are confident that we can rely upon Tradition Two, our group conscience

and its trusted servants. Hence it is with a sense of great security that we old-timers

have now fully vested in A.A.‘s General Service Conference the authority for giving

shape - through the labors of its chosen Delegates, Trustees, and service workers

- to the destiny that we trust God in His wisdom is holding in store for all of us.

3. Concept

We trust God, we trust A.A., and we trust each other. Therefore we cannot do less than

trust our leaders in service. 

9. Concept

As individuals and as a fellowship, we shall surely suffer if we cast the whole job

of planning for tomorrow onto a fatuous idea of Providence. God’s real Providence

has endowed us human beings with a considerable capacity for foresight,

We thank God that Alcoholics Anonymous is blessed with so much leadership in

all of its affairs.

12. Concept

5. Warranty

Many A.A.‘s have already begun to call Article 12 of the Conference Charter ”The

A.A. Service Bill of Rights.” This is because they see in these Warranties, and

especially in this one, an expression of deep and loving respect for the spiritual liberties

of their fellows. May God grant that we shall never be so unwise as to settle for anything

less.

Without anger or coercion we would need only to watch and to wait upon God’s will.

It seemed certain that we could confidently trust A.A. opinion, public opinion, and God Himself to take care of Alcoholics Anonymous in this respect.

6. Warranty

Because we set such a high value on our great liberties, and cannot conceive a

time when they will need to be limited, we here specially enjoin our General Service

Conference to abstain completely from any and all acts of authoritative government

which could in any wise curtail A.A.‘s freedom under God.

Freedom under God to grow in His likeness and image will ever be the quest of

the Alcoholics Anonymous.
