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J THE ALCOHOLIC POUHDATION

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS—ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

F. 0. BOX 459 * GHAND CENTRAL ANMEX * HEW YORK 17, N. Y.

July 7th, 1944

Mr. Clarence Snyder
&110 Bradwell Avenue
Cleveland 9, Ohlo

Dear Mr. Snyder:

Your letter of June 26th has been forwarded to me at my
owun office.

You have again raised old questions which have long since
been settfled 1ln the minds of about every AL CGroup in the country

with the exception of what I imagine to be 2 minority of the Groups

in the Cleveland area. The main points which you raise are:

1- The propriety of Dr. Robert Smith and William G. Wilson
recelving royalties or other income from the book, ALCOHOLICS

ANONTMOUS, which is now wholly owned by The Alcoholic Foundation.

2= You questlion the present $3.50 price of the book, feeling

that it should be reduced to $1.00. _rﬂx

f
S~ You say 1t was egreed at the time of publication of the Ly
that no one was to receive any money from it, that when the sub-

seribers were paid off the price was to be reduced to §1.00.

4= You state that the Trustees have kept the Groups "in the -

dark" about the financial affairs of The Foundation; that thiis
error of Judgment is what has caused the persistent criticism
of The Foundation in Cleveland. -

5= You now ask, on behalf of the Cleveland Central Committee
be furnished with a detailed accounting which would show what
income The Foundation is receiving currently from cutside don
and from the book and to what extent this income is being devo
to Mr. Wilson and Dr. Smith and other purposes.

6= You feel that with this information in hand plus the
election of a Cleveland member to the Board of Trustees you
would have a better chance of clearing up these long suspicioms
and to quote in your letter "this information can be of benefit
in guiding us in a few undertakings we may be interested in".

Now, I would like to review briefly each of the points you
nave raised,
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Thisfellowship
IS an avocation.
The only persons
| know in this
fellowship who
Do not work

are retired

or chisglers.

Why should Wilson
be out of ajob

for 9 years, & have
a27000" home &
Cadillac car?
When AA isa
avocation?

Why weren't we
told about contribs
before then

Others have
accomplished much
without any thot?

of financial reward

Professionalizing a
organization or
mercenary® motives
will kill the

fellowship or

impair its effectiveness
0G*

But he was
receiving money

1 $27,000.00 land and homein Stepping Stones, Bedford Hills NY

2 thot thought

® mercenary A person who works merely for money or other material reward.
* OG Oxford Group




